SCC Small Group Discussion
Full Steam Ahead: Beautiful Living

Derived from a sermon on June 14, 2026 by Dr. Jeff Chandler

Getting Started:

Opener: What personal or character attributes do you tend to respect the most?

Searching the Scriptures:

Read 1 Peter 2:11-12

Dear friends, | warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to keep away from
worldly desires that wage war against your very souls. Be careful to live properly among
your unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see
your honorable behavior, and they will give honor to God when he judges the world.

1. How does our status as “temporary residents and foreigners” influence the way we
should live?

2. What is something in your life that is waging war against your soul right now?

3. What does it mean to “live properly” or have “honorable behavior’?

Read 1 Peter 2:13-17

For the Lord’s sake, respect all human authority—whether the king as head of state, or
the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those who do wrong
and to honor those who do right. It is God'’s will that your honorable lives should silence
those ignorant people who make foolish accusations against you. For you are free, yet
you are God'’s slaves, so don’t use your freedom as an excuse to do evil. Respect
everyone, and love your Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God, and respect the king.



4. How do respect and honor go together?

5. In light of the persecution that the Christians were enduring, why would respect for the
king and other human authority be important? (Note: Persecution of this type would
continue for several hundred years, and it was found that the long term Christian
response was crucial in eventually changing the attitudes of the Roman emperors.)
How might this help us today?

6. Peter says we are free to do good instead of evil. Why do you think freedom of choice
is necessary when it comes to respecting authority, loving other Christians, and
fearing (reverently obeying) God?

7. What about your life attracts people to Christ? What does that have to do with how
you are handling unjust situations?

Application

What authorities are “over you” right now?

Do you currently struggle with anything related to this?
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