SCC Small Group Discussion
Letting Go of Enemies — Matthew 5:43-48

Derived from a sermon on March 1, 2026 by Dr. Jeff Chandler

Getting Started:

When was the last time you had a relationship with someone you considered an
enemy?

How easy was it for you to love and pray for this person?

Searching the Scriptures:

43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But | tell
you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 4° that you may be
children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only
your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:43-48

1. Read Leviticus 19:18; Psalm 139:19-22; and Psalm 140:9-11. What was the main
point of the law to love your neighbor and hate your enemy?

2. How did Jesus’ interpretation differ from the Pharisees’?

3. Read Romans 5:6-11. How does God'’s treatment of us, according to these
verses, compare with how he expects us to treat others, according to Matthew
5:43-447



4. What are some situations in Jesus’ life that exemplify this principle?

5. Why is it so hard for us to love our “enemies”™?

6. What do we communicate to the world when they see us loving unlovable
people?

7. Read 1 John 3:1-3. Why was the love of God so amazing to John? How did John
encourage his readers to define themselves?

Application of the Scriptures:

Pray (or write out a prayer) for someone you are frustrated with in a way that blesses
them and seeks something better. Also seek insight on your part to understand their
situation.

Is there something you need to forgive that person for to move forward?

Get discussion questions in word format & link to Bible App plan for this week at
www.sequimcommunitychurch.org/downloads




