SCC Small Group Discussion
Supporting Cast: The Magi — Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11

Derived from a sermon on December 14, 2025 by Dr. Jeff Chandler

Getting Started:

Have you ever started a spiritual quest? If so, what were you looking for?

Searching the Scriptures:

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
east came to and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”... After they had heard the king, they
went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Matthew 2:1-2,9-11

1. What details stand out about the Magi’s journey and their search for “the king of the
Jews”?

2. What do you think motivated the Magi to journey so far from home to investigate
another religion’s Messiah?

3. How are the Magi an example of God revealing his truth to unlikely people?

4. Why do you think God chose to reveal Jesus’ birth to Gentile seekers through a star
rather than to Israel’'s leaders directly?



5. Gold, then and now, was a precious metal prized for its beauty and value, frankincense
and myrrh were fragrant spices and perfumes. What do the Magi’s gifts symbolize
about Jesus’ identity and mission?

6. How does this passage highlight the contrast between Herod’s reaction and the Magi’s
response?

7. What “gifts” (time, talents, resources) might we lay before Christ today as acts of
worship?

Personal Application

What does this story teach us about the nature of true worship?
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