SCC Small Group Discussion
Supporting Cast: The Inn Keeper — Luke 2:1-7

Derived from a sermon on December 7, 2025 by Dr. Jeff Chandler

Getting Started:

What are some interesting facts about the year you were born?

Searching the Scriptures:

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went
up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary,
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room
available for them. Luke 2:1-7

1. As with his other writings, Luke gives the historical setting of the birth of Jesus.
What implications does this setting suggest about the world into which Jesus
came?

2. What details in this passage highlight the contrast between the world’s lack of
space for Jesus and God’s plan for his arrival?

3. What does the local setting of Jesus’ birth tell us about the way he entered our
world?



4. In this account, the Inn keeper isn’t even mentioned. Why do you think he became a
regular character in Nativity plays?

5. What is it about the idea that there was “no room for Jesus” that makes this story so
powerful?

6. How does it also serve as a metaphor for what happens with people’s rejection of
Jesus today?

7. What are some modern “crowded inns” in our lives—places, habits, or priorities—that
can leave little room for Jesus?

Personal Application

If you were to intentionally “make room” for Jesus this week, what specific practice, space,
or shift in priority would you create?
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