SCC Small Group Discussion
God with us — John 1:1-14

Derived from a sermon on December 28, 2025 by Keith Sandell

Getting Started:

Where did you have your “beginnings”? Who was with you in the beginning? Who
lived with you, and how did you get along?

Searching the Scriptures

Read John 1:1-5

1. Why do you think John calls Jesus “the Word”, and how does this description help
in your understanding of his divinity?

2. Why might it be important that the world was made through Jesus Christ, the Word of
God? How is this related to the statement “In him was life, and that life was the light of
all mankind™?

3. What did John mean when he said, “The light shines in the darkness, but the
darkness has not understood (or overcome) it” (v. 5)? Where in the world is this
most evident?

4. When you were young, who or what “lit up your world” when things got dark
(family, friends, books, your imagination)?



Read John 1:6-14

5. What people are given the right to become children of God? What does it mean to be a
child of God? What does it mean to receive him?

6. All people are children of God in the sense that he created us and we are His
offspring (see Acts 17:28) How is this different than being “children of God—
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but
born of God” (v. 12-13)?

7. In verse 14, what specific aspects of God’s character are revealed through Jesus?

Personal Application

Have you received Jesus in the way John described in this passage? How is God
prompting you to respond to him in light of this passage?

In what way is darkness a part of your life right now, and what will you do to invite the
light of Jesus to pierce through this darkness?
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