SCC Small Group Discussion
The Great Contribution — Matthew 25:34-40

Derived from a sermon on November 9, 2025 by Rick Dietzman — Associate Pastor

Getting Started:

What the greatest thing you’ve ever seen with your own eyes?

Searching the Scriptures:

1. In your own words, what makes for a great life?

2. Read Matthew 20:26-28. Why do you think Jesus challenged his disciples to
become great through serving others?

3. Compare Matthew 25:31-32 with Daniel 7:13-14. What do these descriptions of
the Son of Man tell us about God’s Kingdom?

The King will say to those on his right (the sheep), ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the
world. Matthew 25:34

4. Look up the following passages about those who are blessed by God. What can
we learn from these?

Luke 6:20-22

Jeremiah 17:7-8

Romans 4:7-8

Genesis 12:2-3



A. The Great Inheritance

For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you
clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.
Matthew 25:35-36
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The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40

5. Have you ever sensed your service to someone that you didn’t expect resulted in
something significant in their lives?

B. The Great Surprise
“The righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you? Matthew 25:37

6. Have you ever been surprised at the big impact of something you did that at the
time you considered small?

7. Read Isaiah 58:6-8. How has your service become an act of worship?

C. The Great Expression

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also
overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you
have proved yourselves, people will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with
everyone else. 2 Corinthians 9:12-13 (NIV)

Application of the Scriptures:

Read Isaiah 61:1-9 and write a prayer of response

What ideas were generated in this study for ministering to people in need? How
might you participate?

Justin Martyr’s quote (ch 14) can be found at http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0126.htm



http://www.newadvent.org/fathers/0126.htm

