SCC Small Group Discussion
The Great Commandment — Matthew 22:35-40

Derived from a sermon on November 23, 2025 by Pastor Mark Toone, guest speaker

Getting Started:

Have you ever written out a priority list for your family? If so, what's on it?

Why is it important for a family to clearly understand these priorities? What happens
if they don’t?

What about the Church? Why would it be important for God’s people to understand
their priorities?

Searching the Scriptures:

One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” All the Law
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

1. Based on what you know about the Jewish laws of the Old Testament, how do
you think the lawyer expected Jesus to respond to his question?

2. What is surprising about Jesus’ answer?

3. What makes loving God the greatest command?



4. The Great Commandment emphasizes loving God with all your heart, soul, and
might. What do each of those aspects of a person’s being represent?

5. Who would Jesus say is your “neighbor”? What does it mean to love another
person “as yourself’?

6. Why are each of these commands foundational to the life of a Christ follower?
What happens if you choose to obey one but not the other?

7. What actions and attitudes make it evident that people love their neighbors as
themselves?

Personal Application:

Why do you think love is such a defining mark of the Christian? Do we tend to think
of love as the primary mark of the Christian life? If not, what do we think of as that
mark? Why?

What most frequently stands in the way of you truly loving others? What are some
tangible expressions of this kind of love you might practice this week: At your
workplace? In your home? With your friends?



