SCC Small Group Discussion
Plot Twist: The Good Samaritan — Luke 10:25-37

Derived from a sermon on October 19, 2025 by Dr. Jeff Chandler

Getting Started:

What does “compassion” mean? When was the last time someone went out of his or
her way to show compassion to you?

What things keep us from living lives of compassion?

Searching the Scriptures:

1. What do you think was the motive behind the man’s question in verse 25? Think
about how the lawyer’s question was designed to trap Jesus, and how he even
answered his own question.

2. When asked by Jesus what the Scriptures taught about receiving eternal life, to
what commands did the lawyer refer? Read Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus
19:18.

3. Why are each of these commands in verse 27 foundational to the life of a
Christian? What happens if you obey one but not the other?



4. What does it look like in practical terms to love God with your heart, soul,
strength, and mind? How about loving your neighbor as yourself?

5. How does Jesus’ story expose the man’s true motive? Why do you think Jesus
chose the Samaritan to be the hero of the story?

6. What is the most challenging part of Jesus’ story to you? How does it teach us to
be compassionate?

7. Just by observing your actions, what would a friend or family member say your
beliefs are about loving God and loving others?

Application of the Scriptures:

What things in your life—even seemingly “spiritual” things—might cause you to look
the other way when there is a person in need?

In what ways have you seen people interrupt their normal routine to take
compassionate action on behalf of another? Which people do you find it difficult to
help?
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