
SCC Small Group Discussion  
Plot Twist: The Wicked Tenants - Mark 12:1-11 

 
Derived from a sermon on September 21, 2025 by Dr. Jeff Chandler 

 
Getting Started: 
 
When you are away, you might ask someone to take care of your home, yard, pet, 
etc.  Which of these do you worry about most while you’re gone? Why?  
 
 
 
 
 
Searching the Scriptures: 
 
1. What does the owner’s preparation of the vineyard (verse 1) tell us about what he 

expected to happen with the property and the tenants?  
 
 
 
 
 
2. Notice the escalation of the tenant’s reactions to the owner’s servants when they 

came seeking good fruit. Why would these tenants act this way?  Do you think Jesus’ 
listeners saw themselves as these tenants, or would they have been pointing the 
finger at others and considering them senseless and wicked?  

 
 
 
 
 
3. In Matthew 23:37-29, Jesus wept for the people of Israel saying “Jerusalem, 

Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
and you were not willing.”   What does the sending of numerous servants in the 
parable tell us about God’s patience and longsuffering?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In your life how have you responded to “God’s servants” that he sent you? How about 
the response of other family members or friends?  

 
 
 



5. Finally after many failed attempts,  Mark 12:6 says: “He had one left to send, a son, 
whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’  What does 
this action say about God and what he wants to offer us in Jesus Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Talk about the strange logic of verse 7: “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is 

the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’  
 
 
 
 
 
 
“What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and give 
the vineyard to others.  Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture: “‘The stone the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes’?” (Mark 12:9-11, quoting Psalm 118:22-23) 
 
7. How does this conclusion give context and understanding to what happened to the 

nation of Isreal and the eventual spread of the gospel to other nations?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application of the Scriptures: 
 
Why do people today reject Jesus as God’s Son? What responsibility do we have in 
helping them know him? 
 
 
 
 
 
How has God shown patience with you, and how might you in turn be his servant to 
someone in your own sphere of influence?  
 
 
 
 
 
Get discussion questions at www.sequimcommunitychurch.org/downloads  
 


