GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 42
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 19:1-16
MAIN POINT

Jesus faced injustice and persecution on His path to the cross, modeling the proper response to such experiences for His disciples.
INTRODUCTION
Jesus’ character and commitment to the will of God was tested through His intense trials before Pilate. Through injustice and persecution, Jesus remained humble and steadfast in His obedience to the will of the Father.
COMMENTARY

Though Pilate found no guilt in Jesus, the Jews would not have such a verdict. Therefore, they revealed their true concern regarding Jesus: They refused to accept the fact that Jesus claimed to have a direct relationship with God, and therefore they interpreted his statements as though he “made” himself the Son of God. This was an idea that deeply disturbed Pilate, and led him to further review the case. The verdict of Pilate was obviously “treason,” namely here the treasonous rising of an opposition king to Caesar. Moreover, the sentence must have been death by crucifixion.

19:1 After the Jewish phase of the trial and Jesus’ interrogation by Pilate, the sentencing stage of His trial began. The flogging weakened Jesus so much that He could not carry His crossbeam very far. 

19:2 The crown of thorns represented a mock crown ridiculing Jesus’ messiahship. The thorns would sink into His skull, bloodying and distorting His face. The purple robe (cp. Mt 27:28; Mk 15:17) represented a mock royal robe. Purple was the imperial color. 

19:3 Hail, King of the Jews mimicked the “Ave Caesar” (“Hail, Caesar!”) extended to the Roman emperor. Roman soldiers customarily played “mock king” games during the Saturnalia festival. 

19:5 Here is the man (Lat ecce homo) conveys a sense of, “Look at the poor fellow!” In His mock regal clothes, Jesus made a heartrending sight. In the context of John’s Gospel, the statement may also highlight Jesus’ humanity and invoke messianic passages such as Zech 6:12. 

19:6 Pilate used sarcasm, being fully aware that the Jews did not have the authority to impose the death penalty. 

19:7 The Jews’ comment may refer to Lv 24:16: “Whoever blasphemes the name of Yahweh is to be put to death.” 

19:8 Pilate was more afraid than ever. Earlier that morning his wife’s dream had disturbed him (Mt 27:19). 

19:9 Jesus’ origin was frequently an issue with His opponents (7:27-28; 8:14; 9:29-30). For John, there were clear spiritual overtones to Pilate’s question, Where are You from? (cp. 18:36-37). Jesus’ silence before Pilate is reminiscent of Isa 53:7; cp. Mk 14:61; 15:5; 1Pe 2:22-23). 

19:10-11 In typical Jewish fashion, Jesus used from above to refer to God. 

19:12 Unconvinced of Jesus’ guilt, Pilate sentenced Him to die only after intense Jewish pressure (vv. 13-16). Caesar, originally the surname of Gaius Julius Caesar (d. 44 b.c.), became the title of subsequent Roman emperors (cp. v. 15; Mt 22:17,21). Caesar’ s friend was a semiformal status indicating a person favored by the emperor. Pilate feared losing this status. 

19:13 The judge’ s bench served as the platform for the judge’s formal verdict (Ac 25:6,17). The kind of Stone Pavement mentioned here has been excavated on the lower level of the Fortress of Antonia, one of the two possible sites for the governor’s residence. 

19:14 The preparation day for the Passover may refer to the day before the Sabbath of Passover week (Mt 27:62; Mk 15:42; Lk 23:54; see note at Jn 18:28). If so, all four Gospels concur that Jesus’ Last Supper was a Passover meal eaten on Thursday evening (which, by Jewish reckoning, was the beginning of Friday). 

19:15 By professing to acknowledge Caesar alone as their king, the Jewish leaders betrayed their national heritage and denied their own messianic expectations based on the promises of Scripture.
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