GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 43
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 19:17-30
MAIN POINT

Until we see the ugliness of the cross, we’ll never appreciate the beauty of the empty tomb.
INTRODUCTION
The cross is offensive. And yet its offense is the center of the theology of the Christian church. Though we might be tempted to play down some of the brutality involved in the crucifixion of Jesus, we must instead choose to see the cross for what it is—God’s punishment of sin for our sake. In fact, as Gregg Matte will show us in this session, until we see the true ugliness of the cross, we’ll never be able to truly appreciate the beauty of the empty tomb.

COMMENTARY

The offensiveness of the cross has made us sanitize it in a variety of ways. But when the cross becomes secondary to a church, then the church ceases to become Christian. The cross is absolutely required for the Christian and for Christianity, for the cross shows us the apex of both sin and redemption.
Holiness is the primary attribute of God. All His other attributes, whether love, goodness, mercy, or justice, all filter through His holiness. Seeing this makes us realize the terrible cost of sin, which is an offense to God’s holiness. The brutality of the cross shines the spotlight on the holiness of God, revealing the price that had to be paid for us.
This message of the cross of Jesus is one of the great ironies of the cross. The sign meant to mock Jesus only revealed the true scope of His lordship. Jesus demands lordship over all things, including every area of our personal lives. As the children of God, we embrace His rule and reign in every sphere of life.
As Jesus hung on the cross, He made good on the Word of God. He fulfilled the words written about him centuries earlier so that we might know that the Word of God stands forever. And as the crucifixion reached its climax, Jesus once again demonstrated that He was in complete control—a willing sacrifice for our sin.
Jesus is a finisher. He paid the price in full so that we might go free. Because of His willing sacrifice, we are no longer enslaved to sin and death but instead can live in the freedom of the children of God.
19:17. Jesus set out carrying His own cross until He collapsed. Simon of Cyrene was then pressed into service, and he carried it to the execution site (Mt 27:32). He went out means “out of the city,” where Jewish custom prescribed that executions should take place (Lv 24:14,23; Num 15:35-36; Dt 17:5; 21:19-21; 22:24; cp. Heb 13:12). Skull Place translates Hebrew Golgotha; the Latin equivalent used in the Vulgate is “Calvary.”

19:18. Jesus’ crucifixion between two criminals is reminiscent of Ps 22:16: “A gang of evildoers has closed in on me.” The passage also echoes Isa 53:12: “counted among the rebels.”
19:19. The inscription on Jesus’ cross specified the crime for which He was executed, probably to discourage others from committing similar acts.
19:20. Hebrew or Aramaic was the language most widely understood by the Jewish population of Palestine; Latin was the official language of the Roman occupying force; and Greek was the “international language” of the empire, understood by most Diaspora Jews as well as Gentiles. The trilingual inscription ensured that virtually anyone could read the crimes with which Jesus was charged.
19:22. Pilate was unwilling to give in to further Jewish pressures. For John, the inscription unintentionally confirmed Jesus’ true kingship.
19:23. The seamless tunic may recall Joseph’s robe (Gen 37:3,23). Similar to several later events at the crucifixion (Jn 19:28-37), the soldiers’ division of Jesus’ clothes and their casting of lots fulfilled Scripture (Ps 22:18). 
19:24. Psalm 22, a lament psalm ascribed to David, is the most frequently quoted psalm in the NT. This is the first of several references to Jesus as the righteous sufferer in keeping with the experience of the psalmist (Jn 19:28,36-37). The soldiers did not want to tear Jesus’ tunic because it was woven of one cloth (vv. 23-24). John may have purposefully shaped his account of Jesus’ crucifixion in a way that highlighted the parallels and fulfillments between the experiences of David and Jesus. For instance, Ps 22:15-18 mentions the sufferer’s thirst (v. 15), his pierced hands and feet (v. 16), and the preservation of all his bones (v. 17).

19:25. His mother’ s sister may be Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee mentioned in Matthew and Mark. On Mary the wife of Clopas, cp. Lk 24:18. On Mary Magdalene, see 20:1-18 (cp. Lk 8:2-3).
19:26-27. In keeping with biblical injunctions to honor one’s parents (Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16), Jesus made provision for His mother, who was almost certainly widowed and probably in her early fifties, with little or no personal income.
19:28-29. The reference to Scripture being fulfilled builds on verse 24, most likely in allusion to Ps 69:21: “They gave me vinegar to drink” (cp. Mt 27:34,48; see Ps 22:15). Soldiers and laborers used sour wine to quench their thirst (Mk 15:36). It is different from the “wine mixed with myrrh” Jesus refused on the way to the cross (Mk 15:23). Hyssop was a plant classified in 1Ki 4:33 as a humble shrub. It was used for the sprinkling of blood on the doorpost at the original Passover (Ex 12:22).
19:30. Gave up may echo “submitted Himself to death,” which was prophesied of the Suffering Servant (Isa 53:12).
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