GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 44
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 19:31-42
MAIN POINT

Through His death and resurrection, Jesus brought salvation and fulfilled Scripture
INTRODUCTION
We can often forget the dramatic change that our coming to faith brought. After all, we were not bad people who needed to be made good. We were dead and had to be brought to life. We are eternally changed because of what God did for us. Christ’s sacrifice means that we can join in a restored relationship with Him—now and into eternal life forever—if we admit our sin, believe in Christ, and continually confess Him as Lord of our lives.

COMMENTARY

No group of people gave Jesus more trouble throughout His earthly ministry than the Pharisees, a group of religious leaders whose hypocrisy and works-based theology Jesus harshly criticized. And yet, after His death, two Pharisees played an important role in making sure that Jesus was properly buried. God orchestrated events such that the very person to whom Jesus said, “You must be born again,” paved the way for generations to know with certainty that Jesus died and rose again. What an example of God’s sovereignty. This speaks also to God’s saving power in that He changed the hearts of two men from a group of people who hated Jesus and actively opposed His ministry.
Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews, meaning he was a member of the Sanhedrin—the supreme judicial council in Jewish life. From these facts we can assume that he was likely rich, highly educated, interested in spiritual matters, and knowledgeable about Old Testament Scripture. And yet, some longing or unrest caused this highly qualified theologian to approach a humble carpenter, graciously acknowledging Jesus as a teacher from God, forming a relationship that would change his life forever
19:34 The flow of blood and water indicates that Jesus truly died as a fully human being with a genuine human body (cf. 1 John 5:6–8). This fulfills the prophecy in Zech 12:10, which parallels Jesus’ role as the Suffering Servant via the connection in Zech 3:8–9.


19:36 Not one of his bones will be broken. After vv. 24, 28, this is now the third scriptural proof cited by John to indicate that Jesus’ death fulfills Scripture (Ps. 34:20; also Ex. 12:46, reiterated in Num. 9:12). Jesus escaped the breaking of his legs, and the spear piercing his body likewise failed to break any bones. 
19:38 Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy member of the Jewish ruling council (Mt 27:57), asked Pilate for Jesus’ body. Thus Jesus was killed alongside criminals and was buried in a rich man’s tomb. This fulfilled another Scripture: “They made His grave with the wicked and with a rich man at His death” (Isa 53:9). 

19:39-40 The amount of aromatic spices brought by Joseph and Nicodemus— about 75 pounds of myrrh and aloes—was considerable (2Ch 16:14). Myrrh was a fragrant resin used by Egyptians in embalming; aloes were a powder of aromatic sandalwood; the mixture cloaked the smell of decay. 
19:41 The garden was apparently somewhat elaborate; note the mention of a gardener in 20:15. Garden burials are recorded in the OT (Manasseh in 2Ki 21:18; Amon in 2Ki 21:26). 
19:42 Sabbath was rapidly approaching, when all work ceased, including that of carrying spices or transporting a corpse. Thus we may see it as an instance of divine providence that the tomb was nearby.
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