SCC SMALL GROUP

Rev Rick Dietzman, August 22, 2021
The Unstoppable Church: Environment
Getting Started:
What have you heard about the persecuted church in Afghanistan this week? How do the stories affect you? 
Do you have hope or apprehension for the church in America at this time?  
Searching the Scriptures: 

Read Acts 4:23-28
A. What is typically your first response to a crisis situation? Is your response similar to the one described in the Scripture passage or would it be different? Why?

B. The believers acknowledged in their prayer that Jesus knew what it meant to experience every possible form of opposition that could be experienced. How does knowing that encourage you today?

Having the right words - Read Ephesians 6:19-20
C. When have you recently prayed to have the right words to say? Did they have something to do with the gospel and being a positive example of Christ? 

Accessing God’s Power - Read 2 Corinthians 12:9

D. How does the Christian perspective on power and weakness differ from the world’s perspective?
E. How should we respond if God chooses not to heal or take away our weakness?
Relying on each other - Read Acts 4:32-34

F. When have you seen your Christian community show extraordinary care for others How did it impress you? 

Demonstrating Supernatural Love - Read Luke 6:27-31

G. What are some practical ways we demonstrate love to our enemies and people who are hard to like?
Application of the Scriptures: 
A. Spend some time praying these themes for the persecuted church in other parts of the world.

B. Pick one of these four areas that you need help in, and together pray that God will enable you with the Spirit’s power. 
For additional encouragement on this topic, check out this week’s YouVersion Bible app study plan on the Downloads page. 
