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Getting Started:

1.  Write down a list of people in your life who have gotten you to where you are today.  That list could include family members, friends, coaches, teachers, etc.  

2.  Why did you put the people you did on your list?


Searching the Scriptures:

1. The scripture writers include several genealogies throughout the Bible, (Genesis 5, Genesis 11, Exodus 6:16-25, 1 Chronicles 1-9, and Matthew 1 to name a few), why do you think God put these in the Bible?  

2. Why do you think as modern readers we often skip these parts of the Bible?

3. Look through the Genealogy of Jesus again in Matthew 1.  Which of these names stick out to you?  Why?  

4. Typically, in Matthew’s time, only men were mentioned in a genealogy.  However, Matthew includes the names of five women in his genealogy, Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary.  Why do you think he broke the norm to include women, and why did he pick these five women?  

5. How did mistakes of the Israelites of the past influence the story of Scripture? 

6. How did the successes of the Israelites of the past influence the story of Scripture?


Application of Scripture:

1. This lesson focused specifically on the joy and pain in our personal past.  However, there is also a global past, how our society and culture came to be the way it is.  What are some of the forces that have shaped the society we live in today?  How have those forces been good and how have they been negative?  

2. Keith mentioned the story of the tree farmer and how past generations have planted things into our lives.  In what ways has the past generations planted good things into your life? 

3. How can we build on what those before us have done, and pass on good things to the future?

4.  In what ways has past generations planted negative things into your life? 

5. How can we overcome the pain of our past?

6. If you could past on one thing to the future generations, what would it be? 

7. What’s one way this week you’ll strive to make your answer to question six a reality?  
