GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 23
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 10:1-21
MAIN POINT

Jesus Christ is the true shepherd who loves you so much He gave His life for you.

INTRODUCTION

Jesus’ claim, “I am the good shepherd” might be difficult for us to relate to unless we have some shepherding experience. But this picture of the church as sheep and Jesus as our shepherd is meant to inform us that God has set up a means by which people will be saved. Pastor Robby drives home this point: “God isn’t going to judge us based on how many people get saved; He’s going to based on how we share the word.” Jesus is the Good Shepherd who saves; we do the sharing, and we can’t lose.

COMMENTARY

The good shepherd is the one who loves the sheep enough to lay down his life for them. That’s how we know that Jesus is the good shepherd. And because we are certain He is good, we can, as His flock, trust Him to lead us in the right way. The flock hears the voice of Jesus through the Word of God as well as through the spiritual leadership of their pastors as they represent Jesus.

When a shepherd took care of his sheep by feeding and watering them, he strengthened them for the journey to the next pasture. God often refreshes us by providing for our needs not only as individuals, but also as the entire flock. But following God’s leading is not always easy or comfortable. It is comforting to know God’s hand and presence never leave us, so the flock of God can be free of fear.

10:11 Jesus is the good shepherd. In the OT, God as the true shepherd is contrasted with unfaithful shepherds whom God will judge (Jer 23:1-4; Ezek 34; Zech 11:4-17). David (or the Davidic Messiah) was also depicted as a good shepherd (2Sam 5:2; Ps 78:70-72; Ezek 37:24; Mic 5:4), as was Moses (Isa 63:11; cp. Ps 77:20). The reference to the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep calls to mind young David (1Sam 17:34-37).

10:12 The hired man does not care for the sheep and abandons them in times of danger. The hired hands of Israel (Ezek 22:27) are contrasted with God and His Messiah, whose role is patterned after God’s “good shepherd” par excellence, King David (1Sam 17:34-36).

10:16 The other sheep... not of this fold refers to Gentiles (Isa 56:8). Jesus envisioned a future Gentile mission following His death on the cross. One flock, one shepherd alludes to Ezek 34:23; 37:24. Believing Jews and Gentiles will be united into one messianic community.

10:18 Received this command is covenantal language, relating Jesus’ relationship with the Father to the OT depiction of God’s relationship with Israel.
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