GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 24
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 10:22-42
MAIN POINT

Jesus is one with the Father.

INTRODUCTION

Perhaps the reason that Christians today do not speak a lot about the Trinity is because we don’t really understand it. The Trinity is one of the most difficult and most controversial truths of the Christian faith. It is also, however, one of the most essential. In short, the Trinity teaches us that God is one and yet three persons. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all co-equal and co-eternal. Each is God and yet each is distinct in its person and work. In the passage we will look at today, Jesus states plainly, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). As such, Jesus takes an active role in protecting and shepherding His people.

COMMENTARY

The good shepherd is the one who loves the sheep enough to lay down his life for them. That’s how we know that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. And because we are certain He is good, we can, as His flock, trust Him to lead us in the right way. The flock hears the voice of Jesus through the Word of God as well as through the spiritual leadership of their pastors as they represent Jesus.

Christ has already proven His willingness to die so the “sheep” can live. He has already defeated the predator of our souls. He will not abandon us or run away for self-preservation. He is not obligated; He stays because He loves.

The line of questioning Jesus faced in John 10 is the same that would lead to His death. He clearly stated that He is God, which the Jewish religious leaders took to be blasphemous. But Jesus is the Messiah, the anointed Son of God, and our salvation is secure in Him. The Bible’s teaching about the Good Shepherd goes beyond Jesus’ encouragement here. Psalm 23 helps us understand how we respond to the Shepherd’s leading in our lives.

10:22-24. Some time later, during the Feast of Dedication which we commemorate as Hanukkah, Jesus came to Jerusalem, still the target of the Pharisees and unbelieving Jews. At the invitation of the Jews to tell us plainly if he was really the Messiah, Jesus returned again to the metaphor of the shepherd and the sheep pen and emphasized the security for those sheep who belong to the true shepherd.

In these few verses John almost wrote like Luke with a seasonal notation, specific geographical reference, and identification of the surrounding crowd. The Feast of Dedication was also a Feast of Lights pointing to a time when Messiah would come to the temple and throw out all invaders, thereby reestablishing the kingdom. These grand visions persisted in the Israeli nation until the sack by the Romans in A.D. 70.

10:25-26. Here is our key word again— believe—appearing in both verses and indicating that the first characteristic of true sheep is that they believe in the shepherd. Jesus made faith the cardinal issue separating unbelieving Jews from the true sheep. His miracles had been done publicly and in the Father’s name, but unbelievers seemed unmoved by these divine acts because you are not my sheep. To be sure, one becomes a true sheep by placing faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. But once the Holy Spirit implants that nature in us, we respond to the Shepherd because that is what sheep do.

10:27. This verse identifies two more characteristics of the sheep: they listen to the shepherd and then they follow the shepherd. True sheep listen to the shepherd; false sheep pay no attention.

10:28. Yet another signature of true sheep is that they receive eternal life from the Shepherd. Surely this is one of the strongest verses in the Bible emphasizing the believer’s assurance of life in heaven. In one short verse Jesus stated it three ways: I give them eternal life … they shall never perish … no one can snatch them out of my hand.

10:29-30. Sheep characteristics include belief in the Shepherd, listening to the Shepherd, following the Shepherd, receiving eternal life from the Shepherd, and now protection by the Shepherd’s Father. Throughout the entire Book of John, Jesus repeatedly referred to the Father’s power. Even if the unbelieving Jews doubted His ability and authority, they could never doubt the power of the Father. But that is precisely the point of unbelief. Since they did not believe that Jesus had any relationship with God, they did not see Him as their shepherd. But His response was clear: I and the Father are one. Many verses in the Bible establish the deity of Jesus Christ, but few are as pointed as this one.

There can be no greater security, no safer shelter, no surer salvation, and no clearer signature than this relationship to the God of the Bible through His Son the Good Shepherd. No wonder Paul could write, “Your life is now hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3).

10:31–32. The hostile crowd reacted and attempted to stone Jesus (cf. 8:59) because they understood the implications of His claim. Jesus’ courage was displayed in His calm question: Which of His many great miracles (lit., “works”; cf. 10:25, 38) from the Father was their reason for wanting to stone Him?

10:33. They claimed that they found no objection in His works. (Yet His healings on the Sabbath had angered them [5:18; 9:16].) They said they objected because He, a mere man, claimed to be God. This, they said, was blasphemy. And yet, ironically, Jesus, who is God, did become Man (1:1, 14, 18). Jesus did not walk around Palestine saying “I am God,” but His interpretation of the Sabbath and His words about His union with the Father revealed His claim of oneness in nature with God.

10:34. Jesus’ response to their objection requires a bit of insight into the methods of argument common in Rabbinic discussions. He first directed them to the Old Testament: in your Law. Normally “the Law” refers to the first five books. But here it means all the Old Testament, for Jesus quoted from the Psalms. It was “your” Law in the sense that they gloried in their possession of it, and also in the sense that they should submit to its authority over them. Psalm 82 speaks of God as the true Judge (Ps. 82:1, 8) and of men, appointed as judges, who were failing to provide true judgment for God (Ps. 82:2–7). “Gods” in Psalm 82:1, 6 refers to these human judges. In this sense, God said to the Jews, You are gods. In no way does this speak of a divine nature in man.

10:35. As seen in verse 34, Jesus argued that in certain situations (as in Ps. 82:1, 6) men were called … “gods.” The Hebrew word for God or gods is ’ělōhîm. This word is used elsewhere (e.g., Ex. 21:6; 22:8) to mean human judges. Jesus added to His argument the words, and the Scripture cannot be broken, so that no one could evade its force by saying an error was in the Scriptures. This important text clearly points up the inerrancy of the Bible.

10:36. Jesus now completed His argument. Since the inerrant Bible called their judges “gods,” the Jews could not logically accuse Him of blasphemy for calling Himself God’s Son since He was under divine orders (set apart) and on God’s mission (sent into the world).

10:37–38. Though the Jews were reluctant to believe Jesus’ words, God was giving them miracles (lit., “works”; cf. vv. 25, 32), which he was doing through Jesus. These signs were given for their learning so that by pondering their significance they might recognize Jesus’ oneness with the Father (the Father is in Me, and I in the Father). Nicodemus had recognized this for he said, “No one could perform [those] miraculous signs … if God were not with Him” (3:2).

10:39. Again an attempt was made to seize (from piazō) Him (cf. 7:30, 32, 44; 8:20), perhaps to bring Him to trial. Once again, since it was not God’s time, He escaped (cf. 5:13; 8:59; 12:36). No explanation is given as to how He escaped.
10:40–42. Because of their hostility, Jesus went … across the Jordan to Perea, which had been the location of John the Baptist’s activity (1:28). Jesus’ ministry here was received much more favorably, probably because the Baptist had prepared the people there. John, even though dead, was still having influence in people’s lives as they remembered his witness. Though John never performed a miraculous sign (sēmeion), the people believed his witness about Jesus. By contrast, the hostile Jerusalem crowd had seen His signs and yet disobeyed. In Perea many trusted Jesus as Savior.
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