GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 20
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 8:31-59
MAIN POINT

Jesus’ grace and glory lead us to respond with thankfulness for our spiritual sight.

INTRODUCTION

There are many reasons for the pain and suffering that exist in the world today. Sometimes the trials we face are the result of our personal sin—they are consequences. Sometimes the difficulties we face are the result of being sinned against. But what about those times when it’s unexplainable, like when a natural disaster strikes, your job is downsized, or a miscarriage occurs? How do we explain those moments of suffering? In this encounter, we will see how Jesus gives grace and reveals His glory in giving sight to the blind, and how He wants us to respond with gratitude.

COMMENTARY

John 9:1-12

Although we don’t always know why suffering happens, Jesus gives us an important answer in this man’s case: the man who was born blind had committed no sin that should have left him blind, nor did his parents. Instead, this was an opportunity for God’s works to be displayed in Him.

Jesus’ actions in this sign are confusing, simply because we don’t know exactly why He chose to do this. In other miracles, such as when He healed the lame man (chapter 5), He simply spoke and His will was done. But this time is different. It’s almost like Jesus is acting as a sculptor or a molder (see Rom. 9:20), reshaping the man as He gives him new eyes. It might be a sign acknowledging that because of sin, all is right in the world. It is broken, waiting for restoration to perfection.

9:1-41. Jesus’ identity as “the light of the world” was illustrated in His sixth and penultimate “sign” recorded in John’s Gospel—the healing of a man born blind (see note at 2:11). As in chapter 5, Jesus healed on the Sabbath and thus suffered persecution from the Jewish leaders. But in contrast to the lame man of chapter 5, who showed no faith and reported Jesus to the authorities, the formerly blind man showed a progression of faith and ended up worshiping Jesus (9:38). Jesus condemned the Pharisees for their spiritual blindness (vv. 40-41).

9:2. The disciples’ question reflected the assumption, customary in ancient Judaism, that suffering could be traced to specific sins (cp. Job 4:7). The underlying concern of this assumption is to clear God of wrongdoing against innocent people (Ex 20:5; Num 14:18; Dt 5:9). Yet the NT makes it clear that suffering is not always a direct result of a person’s sin (Lk 13:2-3; 2Co 12:7; Gal 4:13). We should not speculate about the cause of a person’s suffering but realize that even evil can contribute to the greater glory of God (esp. the crucifixion; cp. Jn 12:28,37-41; 17:1,5).

9:5. On Jesus as the light of the world, see notes at 6:35,48 and 8:12.

9:7. Jesus’ sending the man to wash in the pool of Siloam is reminiscent of Elijah’s sending Naaman to wash in the Jordan River (2Ki 5:10-13). The words which means “ Sent” may echo the messianic reference in Gen 49:10 (cp. Isa 8:6); see notes at Jn 1:38 and 3:16-18). After 9:7, Jesus is not heard from again until verse 35.

John 9:13-34

The interaction between the formerly blind man and the Pharisees could not be more ironic. Although he had once been physically blind, he could now see—and more importantly, he could see Jesus for who he was: the Messiah. The Pharisees, though they could physically see, could not see past their interpretation of the law of Moses. They were blind to the work God was doing and fought against it.

The synagogue was the center of social life and regular worship for the Jews. To be cast out of the synagogue was to be cut off from your entire social network—your family, friends, everyone. But even though the Pharisees had cast him out, he was not alone. Jesus was coming to find Him.

9:14. The mention of the Sabbath here (cp. 5:9) resumes the earlier Sabbath controversy in chapter 5. Jesus had moistened clay with His saliva and then kneaded it to make mud. Kneading dough, and by analogy kneading clay, was included among the 39 classes of work forbidden on the Sabbath by Jewish rabbinic tradition ( m. Shabb.7:2).

9:16. The division among the Pharisees follows the differing ways of reasoning observed by the schools of Shammai and Hillel. The former argued from foundational principles (“anyone who breaks the law is a sinner”), the latter from the established facts of a case (“Jesus has performed a good work”).

9:22. On the Jews and their power, see note at 7:13.

9:24. The Pharisees’ exhortation to the healed man, Give glory to God, was a solemn warning for him to tell the truth (Jos 7:19; 2Ch 30:8; Jer 13:16).

9:28. The Pharisees’ claim of being Moses’ disciples was undermined by their failure to listen to the One of whom Moses wrote (see note at 5:45-47).

9:29. The Pharisees’ assertion, We know that God has spoken to Moses, harks back to God’s giving Moses the law at Mount Sinai (Ex 33:11; Num 12:2-8; cp. Jn 1:17).

9:31-33. The healed man’s major premise, that God doesn’ t listen to sinners, is borne out by the OT (Ps 34:15; 66:20; 109:7; 145:19). His minor premise, that there was no precedent for opening the eyes of a person born blind, is also confirmed by the absence of such instances cited in OT or extrabiblical sources. The man’s conclusion, If this man were not from God, He wouldn’ t be able to do anything (cp. 3:2), fit with the common Jewish view that miracles were performed in answer to prayer.

9:34. The Pharisees’ charge against the healed man may allude to Ps 51:5. Threw him out refers to expulsion from the synagogue (see note at v. 22). The way this was done suggests an impulsive action rather than excommunication based on a formal procedure.

John 9:35-40

The spiritually blind Pharisees could not see beyond their devotion to their interpretation of the Law, even if it meant harming the poor and marginalized. But Jesus sought out the weak and suffering man. He revealed His grace and His glory not just in the act of giving him physical sight, but by giving him eyes to see Jesus’ true identity.

9:39-41 Giving sight to the righteous blind (Ps 146:8; Isa 29:18; 35:5; 42:7,18) and blinding unrighteous persons who can see (Isa 6:10; 42:19; Jer 5:21; cp. Mt 13:13-15; Jn 12:40) are common OT themes. Elsewhere, Jesus called the Pharisees “blind guides” (Mt 23:16; cp. 15:14; 23:26).

Commentary provided by LifeWay resources for use by Sequim Community Church under the terms of our subscription plan. 
PAGE  
1

