GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 18
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 7:25-53
MAIN POINT

The Bible teaches us that Jesus is the Christ. Who He is means everything for who we are.

INTRODUCTION

For some, believing that Jesus is the Christ seems to come easily. For others, intellectual and heart struggles preclude belief. For others, disbelief comes easily and belief never comes. Regardless of who you are or where you’ve been in that process, it is a question we all must answer one way or another, “Is Jesus the Christ?” 
COMMENTARY

John 7:25-36

Only six months remained in Jesus’ earthly ministry. He came from the Father and would return to Him. The truth about Jesus’ origin and the miracles He performed brought some people to faith; others remained in spiritual blindness. Their ignorance about the facts of Jesus and earthly perspective left them in confusion. .
7:25–27. The religious authorities were trying to kill Jesus, but he spoke boldly and publicly without challenge. Is it possible, wondered the people, that the religious authorities have concluded he is the Messiah? Obviously not. Such thinking led many people into false conclusions about the origins of Messiah—a topic which left most in confusion. A twofold trap emerged from their misunderstanding. First, they determined they knew where Jesus came from (Nazareth), thereby denying the virgin birth. Second, they argued that no man would know the origin of Messiah, but the prophets spoke much of this with specific references to Bethlehem. As with many people today, ignorance of the facts about Jesus led them into further theological error.
Notice how John designated a specific group again—this time some of the people of Jerusalem instead of “the Jews” of verse 15 and “the crowd” of verse 20. The spotlight narrows from the broad pilgrims present at the feast to the locals who had made a regular practice of second-guessing their religious leaders. We should not infer that the Bethlehem reference of the Old Testament had been completely missed. The Herod-appointed scribes of Matthew 2 had no problem coming up with that name. But the spiritual blindness, especially in Jerusalem, had reached such levels that theological confusion about Jesus had clouded public thinking.
7:28–29. Once again Jesus answered rumors with direct proclamation. The origin of Messiah left most people in confusion, but that origin also linked him with God. In effect, Jesus’ response to their confusion was three simple statements: (1) You know me in terms of my physical presence on earth; (2) but I really came from the Father and you do not know that because you do not know him; and (3) nevertheless, I know him because he sent me to earth.
So all this knowledge was no knowledge at all. John may have intended a deliberate irony in the way he recorded this passage. Since the Jews did not accept Jesus’ divine mission, they did not accept the one who sent him.

7:30–32. Suddenly the bright side surfaces in our story because the origin of Messiah, properly understood, lifted some people to faith. Notice the sovereignty of God in John’s careful description. They had every intent to seize him and presumably kill him, but his time had not yet come. Meanwhile, many in this crowd of so-called disciples actually did place their faith in him, concluding that they had seen enough. Surely even Messiah would not do more miraculous signs than they had seen Jesus do. He fulfilled Scripture; he gave eternal life to those who wished it; he healed the sick; and he mended broken hearts. Nevertheless, seeing still precedes believing, a violation of the faith principles of John’s Gospel.

7:33–36. Only six months remained in Jesus’ earthly pilgrimage—the period from the Feast of Tabernacles to the Feast of Passover. So he told the crowd that his invitation would be activated by the ascension. Again the Jews interpreted these words in earthly terms. Where would he go? To the Diaspora, Jews living outside of Palestine around the Mediterranean world? Or would he go and teach pagan Greeks?

All this seemed preposterous to Jews gathered for the Feast of Tabernacles, but that is precisely what happened in the early chapters of Acts. Paul sought out synagogue after synagogue across Asia Minor and Greece, proclaiming the gospel to Jews, Jewish proselytes, and pagan Gentiles.
John 7:37-53 

The temple police knew only one thing for sure—no one had ever spoken with authority like Jesus. The part they missed is the reason for His authority—He is the Christ! His time was short and message urgent: those who place their faith in Him will have eternal life, evidenced by the gift and presence of the Holy Spirit. People took sides then and they still take sides today, but the truth remains in those who choose faith—Jesus is the Messiah.

7:37-39. Finally, as his brothers had urged more than a week earlier, Jesus “went public” with his message. Jesus was the fulfillment of the living water prophecies In Jeremiah and Zechariah. This great water ceremony reminds us again of the link between water and the Holy Spirit in John 4, and quite possibly also John 3. Any thirsty people out there within the sound of Jesus’ voice? Let them come and drink. And those who drink would have within themselves streams of living water falling from the inside out. Streams of living water flowing from deep within Jesus’ followers fulfill the end-time blessings predicted in the OT. Jesus referred to the special baptizing, sealing, and indwelling work of the Spirit in the Church Age, which would start on the day of Pentecost (Acts 1:5, 8). Jesus said He would “send the Spirit” to His followers (John 15:26; 16:7). “The Spirit had not [yet] been given” to indwell believers permanently (cf. Ps. 51:11). That happened after Jesus was glorified, that is after His death, resurrection, and Ascension.
7:40–44. Finally, we see the invitation of Messiah is divisive to unbelievers. How typical of the gospel. Invariably in Acts when the gospel is preached, some people believe, some hesitate, some scoff, and some want to kill the messenger. On this occasion, some believed a portion of what Jesus said; some believed but did nothing; some got lost in religious arguments; and some reacted in hostile indignation. How foolish to recognize that Messiah was prophesied to come from Bethlehem and yet not check the facts of Jesus’ birth. Rejecting hearts are blinded still to the fact that Christ’s origin was not Galilee but Bethlehem; indeed, it was not earth, but heaven.
John kept dropping in references to the Prophet, a device in line with his messianic emphasis. Yet there was still no clear connection in the people’s minds between Moses’ promise of a future prophet and the coming of this Messiah. One thing was clear—the people were divided because of Jesus.

7:45–46. This chapter ends in an interesting way. John described conversations between the temple guards and the Pharisees. The officers who had witnessed all this and heard Jesus’ words were impressed, more by his words than his works. But people who did not agree with the Pharisaic point of view were cursed.

John 7:47-53

7:49. The Pharisees explained Jesus’ popularity among the populace by suggesting that the people were too ignorant to recognize Jesus as a deceiver. The crowd (this mob), according to the Pharisees, did not know the Law. They did not study it, so they could not obey it. And since they did not obey it, they were under God’s curse (Deut. 28:15). The irony of the situation was that the Pharisees, not the mob, were under God’s wrath because they rejected God’s revelation in Jesus (John 3:36).
7:50–51. The Mosaic Law (Deut. 1:16–17) and Rabbinic law stipulated that a person accused of a crime should get a fair hearing. Nicodemus appeared as a fair-minded man who did not want the Sanhedrin to make a false or hasty judgment. He had personally spoken with Jesus and knew He was from God (John 3:1–3; cf. 12:42; 19:38–39).

7:52. Even though Nicodemus was a respected teacher in the nation (3:10), he was insulted by the other members of the Sanhedrin. Their prejudice and hatred against Jesus were already strong enough to overthrow reason. The Sanhedrin accused Nicodemus of being as ignorant as the Galileans.
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