SCC SMALL GROUP 
GOSPEL OF JOHN - CHAPTER 7
Session 17 John 7:1-24
Getting Started:
If you could be famous, what would you most want to be known for? 

When have you been tempted to do something to prove a point? At home? At work? On social media? In your community? What was your motivation? 

Searching the Scriptures
John 7:1-13

A. The first blast of hostility against Jesus came from his own family. How would you characterize the statements made by Jesus’ brothers?  What did Jesus’ answer show about their motives?   

B. Does it seem strange to you that Jesus kept some parts of His earthly ministry undercover? What were some of the reasons and how did his timing show wisdom? 

John 7:14-24
Tabernacles represents:

· It is “THE FEAST”: celebrating thanks for a good harvest (Exodus 23:16)

· It commemorates God’s care for Israel during the desert wandering (Leveticus 23:33-43, Deuteronomy 16:13-15  The pilgrims lived for a week in tents or booths. 

· It is associated with the Day of the Lord. When the Lord would use the nations to punish Jerusalem, then punish the nations themselves, and then become the king over the whole world (Zechariah 14:9)

· Living water would flow from Jerusalem to the world and it is associated with the ingathering of the nations at the end of the age. (Zechariah 14:8, 16-19) 

C. How do these attributes apply to Jesus, and why might the middle of the feast of Tabernacles have been an opportune time for Jesus to show his face in Jerusalem? 

D. What do you think of the fact that Jesus made public statements and did highly significant things on Festival days? 

E. The people were still holding the miracle done on the Sabbath during a festival over a year before (see John 5:1-17) against Jesus and questioning his authority.  What is the truth of Jesus response in your own words? 

Application of the Scriptures: 

A. Do you face any family opposition or ridicule of your faith? How do you deal with it? 

B. Describe a situation where you had to wait until the opportune time

Prayer
Ask God for wisdom for how to handle opposition and answer critics wisely. Resist seeking satisfaction in any other source than Him. Thank God for placing the important call on your life to make Him known and invite Him to show you how you can best do that today and every day. 
For further insight about these questions and a commentary, please refer to the Session 17 helps posted with this study at sequimcommunitychurch.org/small-groups
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