GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 17
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 7:1-24
MAIN POINT

Jesus choses the best time to reveal himself, and faces opposition
INTRODUCTION

Jesus has been continually shedding light on His own identity through the Book of John. He is seen, through these signs, as the provider, sustainer, and powerful God. When we move into John 7, we don’t see a sign, but we do see Jesus interacting with others during a festival. The temptations and troubles that plague those who find notoriety are well documented; still, we live in a culture that covets it. Even in contemporary American church life and among ministry leaders, the lure is there. We know God wants us to use our gifts for His Name, but the glory the world offers pulls us to a place where our focus can easily become our name. 

COMMENTARY

The Festival of Tabernacles was one of the three main feasts of the Jews, a week-long celebration and gathering for the Hebrew nation. In other words, it was a ready-made platform for Jesus to reveal Himself to the Jewish world if He so desired. Using that platform for political and/or personal gain seemed a good idea to Jesus’ brothers. 

It wasn’t that Jesus didn’t want to go to the Festival, but the timing was not right. Sometimes, God calls us to a place or position where the limelight will naturally follow. However, our priority must remain on God rather than on ourselves. Pushing ahead of His way and timing demonstrates a selfish heart and lack of faith. 

7:1. Galilee (under the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas) was safer than Judea (under the Roman prefect) for Jesus since the Jews were trying to kill Him.
7:2. The Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was celebrated in September or October, two months before the Feast of Dedication (see note at 10:22). It was also called the “Feast of Booths,” because people temporarily lived in booths to remember God’s faithfulness during Israel’s wilderness wanderings (Lv 23:42-43; cp. Mt 17:4). See note at 2:13.
7:3-4. Jesus’ brothers were naturally born sons of Mary. Their names were James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon (Mt 13:55 and Mk 6:3). Their poor advice stemmed from unbelief (Jn 7:5) and revealed a fundamental misunderstanding of Jesus’ messianic identity (Mt 4:5-7).
7:6-10. On My time has not yet arrived, see note at 2:4. In 7:8, Jesus stated, I’ m not going up to the festival yet. In verse 10, we learn that He also went up, not openly but secretly (see note at v. 1). 7:12. The charge that Jesus was deceiving the people may hark back to Dt 13:1-11 (cp. Mt 27:63; Lk 23:2). Later Jewish literature called Jesus a deceiver.
7:13. The phrase they feared the Jews (cp. 9:22; 19:38; 20:19) refers to Jerusalem authorities represented by the Sanhedrin (see note at 3:1).

The Feast of Tabernacles began on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, five days after Yom Kippur, in September or October, two months before the Feast of Dedication. It was also called the “Feast of Booths,” because people temporarily lived in booths to remember God’s faithfulness during Israel’s wilderness wanderings (Lv 23:42-43; cp. Mt 17:4) It was one of the three main feasts of the Jews, symbolizing the protection of Israel in the wilderness (Lev. 23; Deut. 16). 
Public opposition was now in full swing and Jesus’ life was constantly in danger. The Jews in Judea wanted to kill Jesus (v. 1), so He traveled to Galilee. Indeed, threats on the Lord’s life dominate this chapter (vv. 1, 13, 19, 25, 30, 32, 44). Presumably the events of chapter 7 took place six months after chapter 6, since John referred to the Passover in 6:4 and now mentioned the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles. The record of chapter 7 begins before the feast and takes us to the last and greatest day. 
Still skeptical and perhaps even bitter about his popularity and notoriety, these brothers goaded him into making a public display of what he claimed to be. They were certainly right to argue, No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. But their motivation rested in their unbelief, as John indicated in verse 5. They described the pattern of secular politicians—a pattern Jesus urged his own disciples not to follow. Many disciples left Jesus at the end of chapter 6, and the scene reminds us of Joseph’s jealous brothers tormented by his dreams of grandeur. The Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem was a media event, a photo op for any prophet seeking stardom.

The issue at stake here is time (kairos). For Jesus’ brothers, public display of political ambition was appropriate any time, but God’s Messiah was on a strict schedule. Three times the Lord talked about time in this section. Clearly, the time had not yet come. There is human time and God’s time; careless time and precious time; earthbound time and eternal time.

At this point in their lives, all of Jesus’ brothers were still in the world, so they had nothing to fear from the enemies of Jesus. He had already condemned the world, so threats on his life were very real. He would go to the feast, but in his own timing and as a prophet, not a pilgrim.

Verse 8 contains a key word, though it does not appear in some manuscripts. The word is yet, indicating to his brothers that Jesus fully intended to visit the feast, but not according to the time frames they had set. 
John 7:14-21

7:14. On the temple complex, see note at 2:14.
7:15. The Jews may include Judean crowds and Jewish authorities. Jesus lacked formal rabbinic training (as did His disciples; Ac 4:13), but His teaching and authority came from God (Jn 7:16; 8:28; cp. Mt 5:21-26; 7:28-29).
7:16. Unlike other rabbis, Jesus claimed direct knowledge from God (8:28).
7:18-19. Jesus as authoritative source contrasted Himself with vain, false prophets (Dt 18:9-22). The Jews were proud of the fact that Moses had given them the law (cp. 9:28; Rm 2:17; 9:4).
7:20. This is one of several instances where Jesus was charged with demon possession (8:48; 10:20; Mt 12:24); the same charge was leveled against John the Baptist (Mt 11:18). Other charges against Jesus included breaking the Sabbath (Jn 5:16,18; 9:16), blasphemy (5:18; 8:58-59; 10:31,33,39; 19:7), deceiving the people (7:12,47), being a Samaritan (i.e., apostate, 8:48), madness (10:20), and criminal activity (18:30).
7:21. The one work Jesus referred to was probably the healing in 5:1-15.
7:22. Circumcision was given by the fathers (i.e., Abraham; Gen 17:9-14) and Moses (Ex 12:44,48-49; Lv 12:3). Jesus’ argument was “from the lesser to the greater.” The Jews were to circumcise their males on the eighth day even if that day fell on the Sabbath (the “lesser” issue). If “perfecting” one part of a human body on the Sabbath was legitimate, how much more the healing of an entire person?
7:24. Jesus’ statement about judging may allude to Lv 19:15 (cp. Dt 16:18-19; Isa 11:3-4; Zech 7:9).
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