GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 15
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 6:16-40
MAIN POINT

Lasting faith in Jesus resulting in eternal life is a supernatural work of God done in true disciples.
INTRODUCTION

People want things to last. It’s only natural. Usually, people trust certain products to last because of the brand quality of the manufacturer—or perhaps the trustworthiness of the salesman who recommended the product. The same goes for our faith in Jesus. We should count on our personal faith in Jesus to last not only because of the object of our faith—Jesus—but also because of the quality of this personal faith. We will see in this lesson that saving faith has both its origin and permanence in God’s ability to draw and keep His people. As we move further into John 6, we will recognize that in order to believe in Jesus we need more than amazing miracles done before our eyes. Rather, we need a miracle done inside of us to enable us to see who Jesus truly is. We need something that will last longer than bread from heaven. Namely, we need to know Jesus, the Bread of life, personally. We need to possess an abiding trust in Him, a trust that can endure the trials of this life and lead us into the resurrection life to come. This, according to Jesus, is the work of the triune God, not something we can produce in and of ourselves.

COMMENTARY

John 6:16-24
The Old Testament presents Yahweh as the God who rules over the seas and makes His paths across them. Psalm 89:9 says, “You rule the raging sea; when its waves surge, you still them.” Even more relevant to our passage, Job 9:8 states, “He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of the sea.” People throughout the Old Testament feared both the presence of God and the treacherous seas. The disciples here express fear of the Lord and of the seas that demonstrate His power. By walking on water, Jesus establishes that He is this same God who created the universe and yet even in His incarnation, He reigns over the sea. 
By including Jesus’ words to the disciples, John suggests that we are correct to view Him as identical with the God of the Old Testament. The use of the Greek phrase ego eimi (translated “I am”) in this passage probably alludes to the way God describes Himself as the “I AM” in the Old Testament (see Ex. 3:14; Isa. 41:4; 43:10-11; 48:12). The phrase ego eimi appears in the aforementioned verses as they are found in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures and the Bible of the apostles and early church. Jesus uses the “I am” phrase several times in John. Thus, both this passage and others in John’s Gospel are highly charged in their teaching about Jesus’ deity.
In the following passage, we see the true state of people’s hearts and their reason for being interested in Jesus’ miracles—such as with the feeding of the 5,000. Jesus directs the people beyond the miracle that produces food that perishes to the greater miracle that results in eternal life, namely the miracle that takes place in a human heart whenever a sinner comes to trust in Jesus for salvation.
6:16-24 Jesus’ walking across the Sea of Galilee may echo Job 9:8 (LXX) where God is said to walk on the waters.
6:16-17 The disciples were on the eastern side of the lake, and they ventured to row the six or seven miles back across the sea to Capernaum on the western side.
6:16–18. The Sea of Galilee lies six hundred feet below sea level, and the prevailing winds still blow from the west. According to John, his disciples went down to the lake. But both Matthew and Mark specify that Jesus sent his disciples away. We see here a lesson in authority for the disciples. Several of them were fishermen, and this east-west route across the lake toward the town of Capernaum would not have been unfamiliar. But it was dark and the waters were treacherous. This miracle also appears in Matthew 14:22–33 and Mark 6:45–52. Presumably, Jesus had set a time and perhaps even a place where he would meet them on the west coast of the lake.

6:19 They had rowed about three or four miles. If the feeding of the crowd occurred on the eastern shore, the shortest distance to Capernaum would have been five to six miles.
6:20 It is I may have overtones of epiphany (cp. Ex 3:14). The statement may allude to Ps 77:16,19, describing God’s manifestation to Israel during the exodus.
6:19–21. The distance across the northern end of the Sea of Galilee is about five miles, so they were more than half way across when they saw Jesus walking on the water. He knew their problems with faith and fear; Mark tells us he had been watching them (Mark 6:48). This was no ghost, no mystical apparition brought about by their terrified emotions. His words are so like the Lord: It is I; don’t be afraid.
This miracle revealed Jesus’ authority to the disciples and his purpose of ministry to the crowds. The requirements for help in their distress were simple enough—recognize their own need and take Jesus into the boat. That has not changed much in our day. But just seeing Jesus and recognizing him were not enough; they had to take him into the boat. As we shall see in our continuing study of this chapter, intellectual assent must be accompanied by spiritual appropriation and personal commitment to gain eternal life, or—as in this case—to gain physical safety.
6:21 The reference to the boat reaching the shore at once may allude to Ps 107:23-32 (esp. 6:29-30).
6:23-24 Tiberias was and is the chief city on the western side of the lake. Whereas Capernaum was located on the northwestern edge of the lake, Tiberias is several miles to the south.

John 6:25-29

John continues to distinguish between Jesus’ disciples and the crowd at large. Jesus in the following verses exposes the crowd’s true interest in Him. Jesus acknowledges that the point of the miracles is not merely to meet physical needs, such as food, but more importantly to point to who He is as the Son of Man sent by God the Father.
6:25 On the other side of the sea refers to the area in or around Capernaum.
6:27-29 People misunderstood Jesus’ statement and asked about the works God required. Jesus said the only “work” required by God is faith in Messiah.

John 6:30-40
Notice that in the crowd’s response there is still the desire for a miraculous sign that brings physical benefits to them. This reinforces Jesus’ point that they need a miracle done in them (v. 29) rather than outside of them.
Jesus addresses the crowd’s unbelief by telling them forthrightly that they do not believe in Him despite seeing Him firsthand (v. 36). Unless the Father has given people to the Son and drawn them to Him, they will not come to Jesus and believe in Him. We need more than miracles of manna but the miracle of saving faith, which is a gift from God in itself (Eph. 2:8-9; Phil. 1:29).
6:30 Again, the people misunderstood. They demanded a sign as evidence of Jesus’ claims (cp. 1Co 1:22). Jesus pointed to the significance of the “sign” He had just performed—the feeding of the crowd (cp. 2:18). This revealed people’s stubbornness, which led many of Jesus’ disciples to leave (6:60-66) and prompted John to indict the Jews for unbelief at the close of Jesus’ public ministry (12:37-40).
6:31 This verse links exodus and Passover motifs with Jesus as the Prophet like Moses and the expectation that God would again provide manna in the messianic age. The OT reference seems to involve several passages, with Ps 78:23-24 being most prominent (Ex 16:4,15; Neh 9:15; Ps 105:40).
6:35, 48 I am the bread of life is the first of Jesus’ seven “I am” sayings in John. Subsequently He said He is “the light of the world” (8:12; 9:5); “the door” of the sheep (10:7,9); the “good shepherd” (10:11,14); “the resurrection and the life” (11:25); “the way, the truth, and the life” (14:6); and “the true vine” (15:1). Apart from these sayings, there are statements where Jesus referred to Himself as “I am” (6:20; 8:24,28,58; 18:5), a clear allusion to God’s identification as “I am” (Ex 3:14).
6:37, 44 Jesus affirmed the twin themes of election and perseverance of the saints, prominent topics in John’s Gospel. Those predestined by God will come to Jesus, and Jesus will preserve His own. No one can come to Jesus apart from the Father’s drawing him. These themes continue in the Good Shepherd discourse (10:28-29) and Jesus’ final prayer (17:6,9,11-12).
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