SCC SMALL GROUP 
GOSPEL OF JOHN - CHAPTER 6
Session 16: John 6:41-71
Getting Started:
What comes to mind when you think of the word “faith”?
How does a biblical understanding of faith differ from how our culture thinks of faith?

Searching the Scriptures
John 6:41-46
A. Why were the people grumbling  and what is the significance of the statement: ”No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him”?  (See verses 44-45 and 63-65 as well.) 

B. What do you think of Jesus’ statement in verse 46 that “no one has seen the Father except the one who is from God”? (Also referenced in John 1:18).  How should we understand this statement in view of the multiple occasions that YHWH appeared to people in various forms throughout the Old Testament?
John 6:47-59

C. In verses 47-51, how does Jesus contrast the life He gives with the manna the Israelites received in the wilderness?
D. Why do you think the imagery of eating flesh and drinking blood would be offensive to a Jewish audience? How might this teaching further confuse the Jews about Jesus’ identity and origins?
John 6:60-71
E. In what sense is Jesus’ teaching “hard”? Why did Peter and the others decide to stay and what was it that Jesus said that was so divisive that people stopped following him? 

F. How might someone take the statement “the Spirit gives life, the flesh counts for nothing” (verse 63) in an extreme way?  What might be helpful to put this in context? 

Application of the Scriptures: 

A. How have you been drawn to Jesus and what are some reasons you remain committed? 
B. Have any hard teachings of Jesus been a turn off to you? In what ways do you soften Jesus’s teaching when it seems too rigorous, extreme, or impossible? 

Prayer

Ask the Holy Spirit for greater, deeper dependence upon the anchor of our faith, Jesus Christ. Pray that you would understand Christ for who He is, and that you would follow Him as Lord.

For further insight about these questions and a commentary, please refer to the Session 16 helps posted with this study at sequimcommunitychurch.org/small-groups
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