GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 16
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 6:41-71
MAIN POINT

Lasting faith is a gift from God that continually receives Jesus for who He is.

INTRODUCTION

What keeps a boat at dock? The answer is not the boat itself, but what is attached to the boat. A rope connected to a dock (or anchor) preserves the boat’s location. In order for the boat not to drift off into the sea, the boat must stay connected to both the rope and the dock. The quality of the rope matters since the boat will be lost if it breaks. The dock’s durability matters as well. If not suited to its environment, then the dock would nullify the utility of the rope. What is a rope tied to a boat without a dock after all? Analogously, faith is like a rope that connects us to Christ. To stay connected, it needs to be of a certain quality. Our concern is not the durability of Jesus as the object of our faith. He is the dock that can endure any and all things. The quality of faith is the greater concern, as is its source. Is our faith the kind that will last? Can it handle Jesus’ hard teachings and radical claims on our lives? What is the source of lasting faith? How do we get it? Do we muster it up ourselves or does God produce it supernaturally within us? As we draw answers to these questions from John 6, we will come to learn that lasting faith in Jesus is a gift from God the Father.

COMMENTARY
John 6:41-46
Jesus explained that the reason anyone comes to Him is because the Father has given them to Him and draws them near. Jesus will never deny anyone who truly comes to Him in faith, so we can have confidence in coming to Jesus in knowing that if we believe in Him it is because of the Father’s mysterious and invisible work in us.

We can draw two possible interpretations from statements in John’s Gospel that indicate no one has seen God or the Father (1:18; 5:46). First, when New Testament writers use the word God (Greek, theos) they typically refer to the Father in distinction from the Son and Spirit (see 2 Cor.13:13 CSB; Eph. 1:17; Rev. 1:6). So, John could be implying that when Yahweh made himself visible using material forms in the Old Testament, people were seeing the specifically the divine person of the Son rather than the Father. Second, John’s statement that no one has seen God could be his way of conveying that no one prior to the Word becoming flesh had seen God in the fullest way (John 1:18; 14:9). Previous revelations of God were only partial whereas Jesus is the fullest revelation of God. Both of these are valid options for Bible-believing Christians, and the two options are not necessarily opposed.
6:37, 44 Jesus affirmed the twin themes of election and perseverance of the saints, prominent topics in John’s Gospel. Those predestined by God will come to Jesus, and Jesus will preserve His own. No one can come to Jesus apart from the Father’s drawing him. These themes continue in the Good Shepherd discourse (10:28-29) and Jesus’ final prayer (17:6,9,11-12).
6:41, 43 The references to the complaining of the Jews highlights the parallel between Jews of Jesus’ day and wilderness Israel (cp. Ex 16:2,8-9; Num 11:4-23). The Israelites complained about the first giver of bread, Moses. Now they griped against the second giver, Jesus.
6:42 People showed no awareness of Jesus’ virginal conception (Mt 1:18-25). They objected to Jesus’ claim of descent from heaven since He was clearly human and was, they believed, conceived in the standard way (4:44).
6:45 Citing Isa 54:13, Jesus affirmed that, while His ministry fulfilled the prophetic vision that one day all people would be taught by God, this applied only to those who were drawn by the Father and who came to believe in Jesus as Messiah.
John 6:47-59

Jesus said that “anyone who believes has eternal life” (v. 47) and that the one who believes will never hunger or thirst (v. 35). Hence, Jesus extended the metaphor of His identity as the bread of life. We are to receive Him and consume Him for who He is—the true bread from heaven. He did not teach that eating His body and blood physically brings people eternal life. Rather, He made it clear that believing in Him gives eternal life. 
The food laws found in the Torah forbid the eating and drinking of blood in animals (see Lev. 17:10-14), so the idea of eating another human’s flesh and blood would have seemed unthinkable to first-century Jews. This helps us to see why even the disciples perceived Jesus’ words as a hard teaching (v. 60).
6:53 The Hebrew idiom “flesh and blood” refers to the total person.

6:35, 48 I am the bread of life is the first of Jesus’ seven “I am” sayings in John. Subsequently He said He is “the light of the world” (8:12; 9:5); “the door” of the sheep (10:7,9); the “good shepherd” (10:11,14); “the resurrection and the life” (11:25); “the way, the truth, and the life” (14:6); and “the true vine” (15:1). Apart from these sayings, there are statements where Jesus referred to Himself as “I am” (6:20; 8:24,28,58; 18:5), a clear allusion to God’s identification as “I am” (Ex 3:14).

John 6:60-71
Jesus earlier referred to the Father’s working in bringing sinners to faith in the Son (vv. 37-40,44-45) and here mentions the Spirit’s work (v. 63). The Spirit works with Jesus’ words to bring life, and humanity in its flesh stands in the way of receiving eternal life. That is why Jesus said, “No one can come to me unless it is granted to him by the Father.” We need God the Father to change us through the work of the Spirit in order for us to believe in the Son.

God had a purpose for Judas’s unbelief, namely so that Judas’s betrayal would lead to Jesus’ crucifixion, which was necessary in order to redeem the world. In the broader church, God continues to have purpose for unbelief existing among professing Christians. According to 1 John 2:19, He permits false teaching to exist in order to draw away and expose those who never truly believed in Jesus. Those who remain faithful to the biblical gospel do so because of God’s work in them—“the anointing from the Holy One” that enables them to recognize the truth (1 John 2:20).
6:63 Unaided by the Spirit, human reason cannot discern spiritual truth. The Jews wrongly believed study of Scripture and doing “works of the law” were sufficient for spiritual understanding.
6:68 Who will we go to may refer to transferring allegiance to another rabbi (cp. 1:35-37).
6:69 Peter’s confession of Jesus as the Holy One of God anticipates later references to Jesus being set apart for God (10:36; 17:19). In the OT, God was called “the Holy One of Israel” (Ps 71:22; Isa 43:3; 54:5). See similar confessions of Jesus in Mt 16:16; Mk 8:29; Lk 9:20.
6:70 This is the first reference to the Twelve in John’s Gospel. Their existence and appointment are assumed from the testimony in the Synoptic Gospels.
6:71 Judas, Simon Iscariot’ s son, likely was the only non-Galilean among the Twelve.
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