GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 13
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 5:31-47
MAIN POINT
Those who know about Jesus are responsible for acting in faith on that knowledge.

INTRODUCTION
We can be casual learners about any number of subjects in life. We learn about these things because we enjoy the subject, think it’s interesting, or even be required to for our job or education. But knowing information about Jesus is different than knowing about European history or how a car runs. Information about Jesus falls short unless there is action that comes with it. A responsibility of faith and obedience comes with the privilege of information about Jesus.

COMMENTARY
John 5:31-47

Jesus claimed He had the right of judgment, and then He backed up His claim by saying that His judgment was true and final because His judgment was the very judgment of God. When we judge others, we might make all kinds of mistakes. We might judge based on pride, self-righteousness, or lack of information. But the judgment of God, and therefore Jesus, is perfectly holy. When we approach Jesus, we should know that He is more than a friend; He is the righteous Judge of all humanity.

John the Baptist, His own works, God the Father, and the Scriptures written by Moses all bear witness to who Jesus truly is. But people have always refused to not only believe Jesus, but believe these testimonies about Him. In these verses, Jesus flips the question of who He is on its head; because of these witnesses, it’s not Jesus who is on trial. It’s really the world, and these witnesses testify against the world who does not believe.

According to Jesus, all the Scriptures, even the Old Testament that Moses wrote, brought testimony about Him. These people were experts in the writings of Moses, yet somehow were missing Jesus. These verses are a warning to make sure that in the midst of their religious study, they don’t miss the faith that all the writings were leading them to.

Because we live in a world where there is so much information available about everything, including the Bible, we might treat reading the Bible like an intellectual or scientific exercise. We can diagnose it, cut it apart, and analyze it, but the point of the Scripture is to reveal to us the character and the will of God. Sitting right at the center of God’s character and will is Jesus. These verses are a warning to us still today: Don’t mistake knowing about Jesus for believing in and following Jesus.
5:31-32. Throughout this section the key word testify or testimony appears ten times. And Jesus offered four answers to the unasked question he read in the minds of the Jews: “Who will give evidence of who you are?” Jesus admitted that if his own words represented all he could bring to the witness stand, his accusers would have every reason for their doubt and scorn. Nevertheless, any accused man might speak in his own defense if he wished. That is exactly what Jesus did in verses 17-30.
The resumé has been submitted, and it has come not only with references but with the testimony of another who testifies in my favor. This probably refers to the Father whom Jesus mentioned several times in his own report. The word translated valid means “true.” This mention of the Father at the beginning of the testimony list indicates that Jesus believed all his words and actions were already approved and did not need any further word. 
5:33-35. From the testimony of Jesus we move to the testimony of John the Baptist, the first entry on the resumé. The Greek grammar implies that John the Baptist was the Jews’ own witness, a prophet highly regarded by those who now challenged Jesus’ authority. Human testimony should not be necessary, but since they obviously considered it important, we start with a lamp that burned and gave light. Our first thought here tends to focus on light. This is no doubt an important component of the metaphor. But the word burned may suggest a candle or torch that burned itself out. Devout Jews were happy to see their Elijah, delighted at his message of a coming Messiah. But they cared nothing for what he delivered. Now they are accused of not taking his message seriously.
5:36. The third testimony is the testimony of Jesus’ works which should be even stronger in the eyes of the Jews than the prophecy of John. The word appears in the plural (works), not work as the NIV has it—a term John used frequently to describe Jesus’ miracles (5:20; 9:4; 10:25, 32, 37-38; 14:10-11; 15:24). 
5:37-38. Having already introduced the Father earlier in this section, Jesus now added him to the resumé, focusing on his will and his word. The idea of a universal fatherhood of God applies only to creation and humanity. When it comes to spiritual sonship, the issue is personal faith. Note how the rejection of Jesus is a “catch twenty-two” kind of problem. These denying Jews never grasped the Father’s testimony about Jesus because they refused Jesus’ testimony about the Father.
5:39-40. The fifth testimony is one you may have in your hands right now—the Scriptures. Some people have quoted this verse as a command: “Search the Scriptures”—but that is not permissible according to the grammar of the text. Jesus essentially told these combatants, “You are serious Bible students and study the Old Testament carefully in order to gain eternal life. Yet you have been unable to see how your Scriptures prophesied my coming and, therefore, refuse the life that I bring.” An open heart and open eyes will produce an open mind—but we begin with an open Bible. 
5:41-42. The final two paragraphs close the sermon by condemning Jesus’ accusers. The people with whom he spoke had studied the Scriptures for several thousand years. From the writings of Moses to the appearance of the Messiah, they revered God’s writings, but they never understood them. Indeed, if they had grasped only the Pentateuch they would have been ready to receive Jesus as God’s Son and Messiah. They searched to find life and life was in Christ, but they never made the connection. Without the love of God in their hearts, they would be quite willing to accept imposters who claimed only their own testimony and denied Jesus in the face of all the evidence that attested the truth of his message. Verses 41 and 42 remind us of the Lord’s reaction to the “believing” Jews at the end of chapter 2: “But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. He did not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man” (2:24-25).
The word translated in the NIV as praise is doxa, the common Greek word for glory or honor. The word appears three times in four verses, indicating John’s emphasis on the rejection of Christ’s glory by his accusers.
5:43-44. Bogus messiahs had crowded the Jewish scene for at least two hundred years before Christ. Like some modern religious leaders, they drew attention to themselves—an attitude for which Jesus condemned his own disciples (Luke 22:25). And the attitude continued. Let us remember the people to whom these remarks were addressed. Pharisees, Sadducees, and Jewish religious leaders of the first century made a big show of public worship, ostentatiously praying and giving in public (Matt. 23:5-7). But the true glory of God was present in Jesus whom they rejected. True glory comes only from God, and this entire discourse has to do with Jesus as the true representative of that glory. 
5:45-47. This entire chapter stems from the issue of Sabbath-breaking that John introduced as early as verses 9-10. Therefore, this question of Mosaic Law both begins and ends the chapter. The Jews were proud of their tradition, their knowledge of Scripture, and certainly proud of Moses. But according to Jesus, they really did not believe Moses. If they had, they would have believed and accepted the Christ of whom Moses wrote. Rejecting Moses therefore, they also rejected Jesus.
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