SCC SMALL GROUP

Rev. Rick Dietzman,  December 27, 2020

Praying in the New Year 
Getting Started:
How are the events in the world and in your personal life effecting your emotions right now?  What have you been praying about this month? 

What is something you are looking forward to in 2021? 
Searching the Scriptures: 

I. Agree with others, knowing that God fulfills his promise 

Jesus said “truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:19–20
A. As Christians, we believe that God already knows our needs, so what do you think might be his purpose in waiting for us to ask him to meet our needs before he takes action on our behalf?



II. When we seek the Lord, the Holy Spirit leads us 
The Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.
B. How has the Holy Spirit taught you to pray? 
III. God prepares us to pray and to seek His will 

Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. Luke 2:19.
C. Think about a time when has God drew you aside for special times of prayer.  How did He get you ready? Discuss some ways that preparatory prayer can help us face difficult moments.   

IV. God works through our motivations, wounds, and sins

Prayer “is born out of a whole environment of felt need. If I say “I ought to pray” I will soon run out of motivation and quit…I have to be driven to pray.”  Jim Cymbala – Fresh Wind Fresh Fire

Call on me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor me. Psalm 50:15
D. In what ways does the hopelessness of a situation affect how we pray?  Why is it important to continue to intercede for people even when it seems nothing is happening? 
V.  Rely on God’s Word as we hope in Him and endure 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. Romans 15:4

I rise before dawn and cry for help; I have put my hope in your Word. My eyes stay open through the watches of the night, that I may meditate on your promises. Psalm 119:147-148

E. How would you describe what God’s Word provides and accomplishes in relationship to prayer?

Application of the Scriptures: 

A. What does God’s faithfulness in answering prayer inspire in your heart today? 

B. How do you find regular times prayer creating an opportunities for ministry and breakthroughs, particularly when it comes to the area of children and grandchildren? 

For additional encouragement on this topic, check out the study plan “Presence-Filled Prayer” in the YouVersion Bible app. 
