GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 5
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 2:12-25
MAIN POINT

Just because something is acceptable to society, does not mean it is acceptable to God. 

INTRODUCTION

Depending on your personality, you may be more given to anger than another person. However, we all have those times where when we calm down, we realize that our anger was out of line and unnecessary. People get angry for all kinds of reasons, some better than others. But what can we learn about anger from what angered Jesus? Jesus became angry when people profaned the temple of God. What, then, does that mean for the church today in whom the temple of God resides? Let take a look at John’s Gospel to find an answer. 

COMMENTARY
John 2:12-16

When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, the Passover was near. Because of this, people would need to make sacrifices. The court of the Gentiles, the outer part of the temple where all people were welcomed, was filled with people selling the animals that would have been required for Passover sacrifices. Jesus became angry because these sales were occurring “in the temple complex” (v. 14).

The temple was where the presence of the Lord dwelled among His people. While it was the center of Jewish worship, it was not only for the Jews. The temple was a to be the house of prayer for all people. God has always had a global purpose to include people of all nations in His distinct people. The commerce angered Jesus because the money changers were treating the temple flippantly and not reverently. He was right to be angry, and His anger motivated Him to action—turning over tables and driving money changers out. The Bible makes a distinction between righteous and unrighteous anger; as we grow in the Holy Spirit, we learn to tell the difference between the two. 
2:12. Jesus went down from Cana (in the hill country) to Capernaum (situated by the Sea of Galilee). Capernaum was about 15 miles northeast of Cana and could be reached in a day’s journey. Capernaum served as Jesus’ headquarters after John the Baptist’s imprisonment (Mt 4:12-13; Lk 4:28-31; cp. Mt 9:1).

2:13-22. Jesus’ first major confrontation with Jewish leaders in John’s Gospel took place when He cleared the Jerusalem temple at Passover. The Synoptic Gospels record a later clearing, just before the crucifixion (Mk 11:15-19). By clearing the temple, Jesus displayed zeal for God’s house (Jn 2:17; cp. Ps 69:9) and performed a sign of judgment on the Jewish leaders who had allowed worship to deteriorate into commerce. His action also prophetically foreshadowed His crucifixion and resurrection, which would establish Him as the new center of worship, replacing the old temple.

2:13. This is the first reference to a Jewish festival in John’s Gospel and the first reference to Passover. Later, John referred to two more Passovers at 6:4 (Jesus in Galilee) and 11:55; 12:1 (Jesus’ final Passover in Jerusalem). Beyond this, Mt 12:1 may refer to another Passover not recorded in John. If so, Jesus’ ministry included four Passovers and extended over about three and one-half years, spanning from a.d. 29 to 33. Apart from these Passover references, John also mentioned Jesus’ activities at an unnamed Jewish festival in 5:1 (possibly Tabernacles); at the Festival of Tabernacles (or Booths) in 7:2; and at the Festival of Dedication (or Hanukkah) in 10:22. People are described as traveling up to Jerusalem because it was located at a higher elevation than Galilee.

2:14. Temple complex denotes the area surrounding the temple, including the Court of the Gentiles, in distinction from the temple proper. Merchants (selling oxen, sheep, and doves) and money changers (exchanging idol-free coins for those tainted with pagan engravings) eased the logistical burden on pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem from afar by providing them with appropriate animals and coins for sacrifices and offerings. By conducting their business within the temple complex, however, they disrupted worship (esp. for Gentiles) and obstructed the temple’s purpose.

John 2:17-25
The temple was holy because of the presence of God, not because of a location or place (John 4:21-24). The Jews did not connect the Messianic prophesies as Jesus’ disciples did. Jesus was the presence of God in bodily form in the temple. It was His temple, and He was able to do as He pleased. Today, the temple of God is in believers of Jesus because the presence of God dwells in us through His Spirit. The temple is where we are. For this reason, we cannot take our actions lightly. We must be governed by what God finds acceptable, rather than what is acceptable in our culture.
John frequently used the word “sign” to describe Jesus’ miracles. Many people followed Jesus because of His power, but not because of His identity. John condemned such belief because it was not centered on the person of Christ. God is not fooled or convinced by insincere worship which the first century cultural climate—and our own—made room for. People did not want to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord for the same reasons people reject Him today: it’s inconvenient and brushes up against our preferred understanding. However, we must always pursue truth where it is found—in Jesus Himself. 
2:17. Jesus’ clearing of the temple reminded His disciples of the righteous sufferer in Ps 69:9. First-century Jews expected Messiah to purge and reconstitute the temple. Jesus was passionately concerned for the holiness and purity of God’s house.
2:20. This sanctuary took 46 years to build seems to indicate that the reconstruction of the second temple had taken 46 years. Alternatively, it can be read: “This sanctuary was completed 46 years ago [and has stood since that time].” The Jews were amazed that Jesus claimed He could raise it up in three days, an impossibly short time. The misunderstanding is cleared up in verse 21.
2:22. The Scripture may be Ps 69:9 (cited in Jn 2:17). The statement Jesus had made refers to verse 19.
2:23-25. Trusted... would not entrust Himself is a wordplay in the original Greek. Jesus’ knowledge of people’s hearts was displayed in His encounters with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman.
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