GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 4
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 2:1-11
MAIN POINT

Jesus took part in all of the ordinary experiences of life, as well as its great celebrations. In every circumstance, He glorified God.

INTRODUCTION

In our story for this week, Jesus attended a wedding along with His disciples. In the course of this event, Jesus’ mother asked Him to help the host avoid a social faux pas by making more wine after they had unexpectedly run out. Next to healing the sick and raising the dead, this seems like a relatively trivial place to begin Jesus’ “career” of miracles. But if we really consider the story, this miracle had a bigger importance than it initially seemed.

COMMENTARY

The miracle of turning water into wine is a story that helps us see that Jesus enjoyed the great celebrations of life, just as we do. Jesus ​wasn’t intending to start His public ministry with this miracle in Cana; He was just there to celebrate with a friend. However, because of His desire to respond to a request by His mother, Jesus modified His plans. To help the hosts avoid embarrassment, He turned approximately 120 to 180 gallons of water into wine!

Of what importance is this miracle, other than to show Jesus’ responsiveness to His mother? 
As a miracle, ​isn’t it a little trivial when compared to His later works of healing the sick and raising people from the dead? One can look at this miracle, however, as having significant symbolic value. Jesus later compared His blood to wine “poured out for many” (Matt. 26:28). If indeed Jesus had decided to make this miracle a symbolic statement, this would make it a little more understandable as to why Jesus produced so much wine—enough to supply many weddings! Additionally, this miracle is similar in meaning to when Jesus multiplied the loaves and fishes to provide for many (6:1–15)—a miracle that spoke of the sufficiency of His sacrifice for the multitudes.
Jesus’ response to Mary’s request gives us a glimpse into His interest in our concerns and struggles. He could have ignored Mary’s request for help, indicating that He considered her concern to be a trivial matter not worthy of His attention. But that’s not what happened at all. He addressed the need she brought to Him, which showed His concern for a family on the verge of embarrassment and shame. His response demonstrates His concern for what concerns us. No issue or need in our lives is too small for Him.

2:1-2 Third day is probably counted from Jesus’ encounter with Nathanael. Cana of Galilee was later the site of Jesus’ third sign (“the second sign” performed in Cana; 4:54). Jewish weddings were community events, a time of special focus not just on bride and groom but also on their extended families. Jesus’ mother may have been a friend of the family, helping behind the scenes. Jesus’ disciples probably included the five mentioned in 1:35-51.

2:3 The wedding party’s running out of wine ironically calls to mind the spiritual barrenness of first-century Judaism.

2:4 Jesus’ use of woman to address His mother established a polite but firm distance between them, as did His question, What has this concern of yours to do with Me? On Jesus’ hour has not yet come, cp. 7:6,8,30; 8:20. Because of misconceptions about the coming Messiah, Jesus chose not to reveal Himself openly to Israel (though He did perform numerous messianic “signs”). John portrayed Jesus as the “elusive Christ” via Jesus’ pattern of occasional withdrawal (7:6-9; 10:40-41; 11:56-57), His realism about people’s true motives (2:23-25), and His ability to elude His opponents when charged with blasphemy (7:44; 8:59; 10:39). Jesus remained elusive until His time finally arrived (12:23,27; 13:1; 16:32; 17:1).

2:5 Mary’s instructions, Do whatever He tells you, recalls Pharaoh’s instructions in Gen 41:55.

2:6 The number of jars ( six) may indicate incompleteness since seven represented fullness. Since each contained 20 or 30 gallons, this added up to as much as 180 gallons. The Jewish purification ritual may have involved the washing of the guests’ hands and certain utensils used at the wedding.

2:7 Filled them to the brim points to the abundance of Jesus’ messianic provision (3:34).

2:9 The chief servant may have been the head waiter in charge of catering. He supervised the serving of food and drink, and employed several servants.

2:11 The fact that Jesus’ turning of water into wine at the wedding is called the first sign in Cana of Galilee leads the reader to expect more signs to follow. The corresponding reference in 4:54 is to Jesus’ healing of the royal official’s son again while at Cana, “the second sign Jesus performed after He came from Judea to Galilee.” Beyond this, Jesus’ signs include the non-miraculous but prophetic temple clearing (2:13-22; one of Jesus’ Judean signs; cp. v. 23; 3:2); His healing of a lame man (5:1-15); the feeding of the crowds (6:1-15); the healing of the man born blind (chap. 9); and the raising of Lazarus (chap. 11).

In each case, the emphasis is on the way the “sign” revealed Jesus’ messianic nature (12:37-40; 20:30-31) and on the striking nature of the feat. These signs pointed unmistakably to Jesus as Messiah—whether it be the large quantity and high quality of wine (2:6,10); the short span required by Jesus to “rebuild” the temple (vv. 19-20); the long-distance healing of the royal official’s son (4:47,49-50); the lame man’s 38 years as an invalid (5:5); the abundance of food Jesus produced (6:13); the man’s congenital blindness (9:1-2); or Lazarus’s four days in the tomb (11:17,39). The phrases He displayed His glory, and His disciples believed in Him hark back to 1:14.
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