GOSPEL OF JOHN – SESSION 3
STUDY HELPS FOR JOHN 1:35-51
MAIN POINT

Jesus called His first disciples, igniting the fire of discipleship that will continue to burn into eternity.
INTRODUCTION

Many people in life look for mentors to “show them the ropes.” The disciples had the greatest teacher and mentor in history, Jesus. After writing on Jesus’ identity as the eternal Word of God, John switched to an historical account of Jesus’ selection of His first disciples. The interesting thing here is that Jesus did not directly recruit some of them, as seems most commonly the case in the Gospels (Matt. 9:9; Mark 1:16–17,19–20), but the new disciples went out and recruited other disciples. In these stories we find some of our best examples of evangelism—telling someone else what we have experienced in Jesus Christ. Andrew brought his brother Peter, while Philip went out and recruited his friend Nathanael.
COMMENTARY
John 1:35-42
Andrew had heard the proclamation of John about the identity of Jesus. After hearing the statements of John, Andrew met Jesus and was able to spend time with Him, along with some other disciples of John. Through this time, Andrew became convinced that Jesus was the promised One of God as John had proclaimed. Andrew was so impacted by his meeting with Jesus that his natural response was to go and tell those closest to him. Similarly, our response to encountering Jesus should be to share with others about the amazing One whom we have met.
1:35 In 1:35-4:42 John narrated events that fell between Jesus’ baptism and the start of His Galilean ministry. 
1:38 Rabbi ( which means Teacher) is one of six instances where John translated an Aramaic term for his readers. The others are “Messiah” (Christ, v. 41; 4:25); “Cephas” (Peter, 1:42); “Siloam” (Sent, 9:7); “Thomas” (Didymus, “Twin”; 11:16; 20:24; 21:2); and “Place of the Skull” (Golgotha, 19:17).
1:40 Andrew was one of the two; the other disciple is not named. He was probably John, the son of Zebedee.
1:42 Cephas is an Aramaic word meaning “rock” (cp. Mt 16:16-18). In OT times, God frequently changed people’s names to indicate their special calling.

John 1:43-51

Nathanael voiced his doubts that anything good could come from Nazareth, but those doubts were quickly answered when he found that this person from Nazareth had a supernatural kind of knowledge about him. Jesus promised he would see and experience “greater things than that.” After meeting Jesus, we also experience even greater things as we live in submission to Him. Many around us have a wrong view of Jesus, as Nathaniel did. We should seek opportunities to share with others the great things we have experienced through Jesus.
1:43 Jesus’ calling of His disciples (follow Me) differed from customary practice. Usually it was a disciple who took the initiative to follow a rabbi (15:16).
1:44 Most likely, Andrew and Peter grew up in Bethsaida and later moved to Capernaum (Mk 1:29; cp. Mk 1:21), located only a few miles west. Similarly, Jesus was born in Bethlehem, grew up in Nazareth (Jn 1:45), and later moved to Capernaum (Mt 4:13).
1:45 Nathanael is also mentioned in 21:2. Nathanael may be the personal name of Bartholomew (Bar-Tholomaios = son of Tholomaios), who is linked with Philip in all three Synoptic lists (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:14). Philip’s reference to the One Moses wrote about in the Law may allude to predictions of a coming prophet in Dt 18:15,18. The expression “the Law and the Prophets” commonly referred to the OT in its entirety (Mt 5:17; 7:12).
1:46 Nathanael, who hailed from the small village of Cana in Galilee (21:2; cp. 2:1-11), used something of a double standard when he displayed prejudice toward insignificant Nazareth. Nazareth was a small town of no more than 2,000 people.
1:48 Jesus displayed supernatural knowledge ( I saw you), identifying Himself as Messiah.
1:49 Son of God and King of Israel are both messianic titles. “Son of God” identifies Jesus as the prophesied Messiah (2Sam 7:14; Ps 2:7); “King of Israel” likewise is a common OT designation for Messiah (Zeph 3:15). The two terms also appear in Mt 27:42; Mk 15:32.
1:51 I assure you translates Hebrew amen, amen, a solemn affirmation emphasizing the authoritative nature of Jesus’ pronouncement. The phrase appears 25 times in John’s Gospel. Heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending recalls the story of Jacob in Gen 28:12-15. The greatness of the Son of Man will far surpass the vision of Jacob the patriarch (Jn 4:5-6,11-12). Jesus is the “new Bethel” where God is revealed, and the “new Israel.” The expression Son of Man harks back to the mysterious figure of “One like a son of man” in Dan 7:13-14. The Son of Man would be “lifted up” by crucifixion, provide divine revelation (6:27,53), and act with end-time authority (5:27; 9:39).
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