SCC SMALL GROUP 
GOSPEL OF JOHN - CHAPTER 2
Session 5: John 2:12-25
Getting Started:
When is a time you have been angry that, in retrospect, wasn’t really for a good reason? 

On the other hand, talk about a time you have been justifiably angry. What is the difference between these two experiences? How do we learn the difference?

Searching the Scriptures 
John 2:12-16
A. Why did Jesus go to Jerusalem at this time? What help does the context give us in understanding what was going on in the temple? 

B. Read Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11, which Jesus referenced in Matthew’s account of the same event (Matt. 21:12-13). How had the money changers (who by the way had set up in the area where only non-Jewish people visiting the Temple were allowed to go) taken something sacred and made it common?  
C. In the Old Testament, it was customary for the kings of Judah who “did what was right in the sight of the Lord” to initiate and oversee cleansing of the temple early in their reigns. This was especially true when their predecessor’s were evil disobedient kings.  Read about Hezekiah who in 716 BC initiated such a cleansing in 2 Chronicles 29:1-11.  In 640 BC King Josiah did the same thing in 2 Chronicles 34:1-8.  What do you learn about these kings and how might it also reflect on Jesus identity as the Messiah King?

D. Since we know that Jesus never sinned, we know that His anger was righteous. Read Ephesians 4:26. When is it good and right to be angry?
John 2:17-25
E. Read Ezekiel 36:27, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, and 1 Peter 2:4-5. Where does the temple of God reside today? How does the Holy Spirit’s presence  change the way that we express our worship of God? 

F. Can you identify any part of yourself or people you know in the variety of responses to Jesus in John chapter 2? 

Application of the Scriptures: 

A. How do you know when your anger requires action?

B. Ultimately, Jesus cleansed the temple both because He cared for God’s worship and for the people who were worshiping Him wrongly. Are there people with whom you have developed a friendship that allows them to speak difficult truths into our life? How does the presence of the Holy Spirit in the church make this possible? 

Prayer
Thank God for this lesson about what He values in our worship attitude and practices. Pray that you would love what God loves and be angered by what angers Him. Ask the Holy Spirit to make your heart sensitive enough to respond, in boldness and clarity.
For further insight about these questions and a commentary, please refer to the Session 5 helps posted with this study at sequimcommunitychurch.org/small-groups

PAGE  
1

