SCC SMALL GROUP 
GOSPEL OF JOHN - CHAPTER 1
Session 1: John 1:1-18

Getting Started:
Where did you have your “beginnings”? Who was with you in the beginning? Who lived with you, and how did you get along?
When you were young, who or what “lit up your world” when things got dark (family, friends, books, your imagination)?

Searching the Scriptures 

Read John 1:1-5
A. Why do you think John calls Jesus “the Word”, and how does this description help in your understanding of His divinity?

B. Why might it be important that the world was made through Jesus Christ, the Word of God? How is this related to the statement “In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind”? 

C. What did John mean when he said, “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood (or overcome) it” (v. 5)? Where in the world is this most evident?

Read John 1:6-13
D. What people are given the right to become children of God? What does it mean to be a child of God? What does it mean to receive him? 

E. All people are children of God in the sense that He created us and we are His offspring (see Acts 17:28) How is this different than being “children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God” (v. 12-13)? 
Read John 1:14-18

F. What specific aspects of God’s character are revealed through Jesus? 

G. Verse 18 describes the reason the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. “No one has ever seen God the Father, but God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side has made him known.”  Why is it important is it that God be made known through Jesus’s words and work? 
Application of the Scriptures: 

Have you received Jesus in the way John described in this passage? How is God prompting you to respond to Him in light of this passage?
In what way is darkness a part of your life right now, and what will you do to invite the light of Jesus to pierce through this darkness?
Prayer
Thank God that He sent Jesus to dwell among us in order that we might be saved. Ask God to continue to reveal areas of darkness in your life that you need to submit to Him. Pray for opportunities to share the hope of Christ with others.
For further insight about these questions and a commentary, please refer to the Session 1 helps posted with this study at sequimcommunitychurch.org/small-groups

PAGE  
1

