SCC SMALL GROUP FOR DEEP FAITH FALL SERIES
Seeing Faith: Part 1 of 7
Sunday Message - September 13, 2020
Getting Started:
How might a small group series on faith be especially relevant to you right now?  What’s an area that God is stretching you to trust Him? 
Hebrews 11:1 says faith is “being certain of things we do not see”.  If we know what faith is, what are some things faith is not? (example: a feeling, a baseless hope, a bargaining chip etc.) Talk about how you have seen the idea of faith applied incorrectly. 

Searching the Scriptures: 
I. When we look at life with fear

Ask someone to read Numbers 13:25 – 14:3.  This is the account of the report from the spies who assessed the promised land. 
A. We often exaggerate our difficulties and underestimate our abilities when we look at things with eyes of fear. Has there been a time in your life when fear has held you back? 

B. Pastor Scott talked about the cycle of discouragement about a situation, which leads to complaining about others, and then to blaming God. Notice that its easy at that point to get stuck and want to retreat, even to things that are unhealthy (“We’d be better off back in Egypt!”). Have you ever gotten to the point where you wanted to go back to the unhealthy thing you knew, instead of the unknown thing in front of you that didn’t seem to be what you expected?

II. When we look at life with faith
C. Faith shrinks our problems (see Luke 1:37). Why is the way God sees things more important than the way we see them? 

D. Scott made two observations in his message that not everyone agrees with. “Faith moves God to work on our behalf (see Matthew 9:29) and “Faith activates God’s promises to us” (see 2 Corinthians 1:20). What’s your take on these Scriptures? 

Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-9 (final Scripture of the outline)
E. How have you sensed God’s power and his presence that never abandons’ us through some of your (or a friend’s) recent troubles? 

Application of the Scriptures: 

A. Being safe often feels better than doing something unpredictable and risky? What might God be leading you to consider? 
B. Compare how a problem in your life looks like through eyes of fear and how it looks like through eyes of faith in God. 
For additional encouragement on this topic, check out the five day study plan “Faith over Fear: By Leading and Loving it ” in the YouVersion Bible app. https://www.bible.com/en/reading-plans/19397
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