Small Group Study
Echo – Sounding out Christian Essentials
Part 1:  God, Creation & Fall, Law
By Rev. Rick Dietzman, Sequim Community Church, WA
katēcheō :  to sound towards, sound down upon, resound;  to instruct

Echo is a ten session small group study utilizing The New City Catechism by The Gospel Coalition and Redeemer Presbyterian Church.  
Part 1:  God, Creation & Fall, Law 
Session 1: 

1. What is our only hope in life and death?

2. What is God?

3. How many persons are there in God?

4. How and why did God create us?

5. What else did God create? 

Session 2: 

6. How can we glorify God?

7. What does God’s law require? 

8. What is the law stated in the 10 commandments?

9. What does God require in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd commandments?

10. What does God require in the 4th and 5th commandments?

Session 3:

11. What does God require in the 6th, 7th and 8th commandments?
12. What does God require in the 9th and 10th commandments?

13. Can anyone keep the law of God perfectly?

14. Did God create us unable to keep his law?

15. Since no one can keep the law, what is its purpose?

Session 4:

16. What is sin?

17. What is idolatry?

18. Will God allow our disobedience and idolatry to go unpunished?

19. Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought back in to God’s favor?

20. Who is the Redeemer?
 “Echo” – Sounding out Christian Essentials
The New City Catechism is a modern-day resource aimed at helping adults and children alike learn the core essentials of the Christian faith via 52 questions and answers.   The Echo small group takes things one step further and expands the catechism into a ten part group study format that can be completed over several weeks.  

Today many churches and Christian organizations publish “statements of faith” that outline their beliefs. But in the past it was expected that documents of this nature would be so biblically rich and carefully crafted that they would be memorized and used for Christian growth and training. They were written in the form of questions and answers, and were called catechisms (from the Greek katechein, which means “to teach orally or to instruct by word of mouth”). The Heidelberg Catechism of 1563 and Westminster Shorter and Larger catechisms of 1648 are among the best known, and they serve as the doctrinal standards of many churches in the world today.

At present, the practice of catechesis, particularly among adults, has been almost completely lost. Modern discipleship programs concentrate on practices such as Bible study, prayer, fellowship, and evangelism and can at times move quickly past essential Christian beliefs. In contrast, the classic catechisms take students through the Apostles’ Creed, the Ten Commandments, and the Lord’s Prayer—a perfect balance of biblical theology, practical ethics, and spiritual experience.  This group study seeks to build on these themes.  

Part 1: God, creation and fall, law (twenty topics – 4 sessions)

Part 2: Christ, redemption, grace (fifteen topics – 3 sessions)

Part 3: Spirit, restoration, growing in grace (seventeen topics - 3 sessions)

As with most traditional catechisms, a Bible verse accompanies each question and answer. In addition, each question and answer is followed by a short commentary taken from the writings or sayings of a past preacher as well as a commentary from a contemporary preacher to help students meditate on and think about the topic being explored. Each question ends with a short, original prayer.

Group members will study 5 to 6 topics during a week (one a day) and then come back together to discuss them at the corresponding session.  

The New City Catechism content can be found for FREE at the app store, on google play, and at www.newcitycatechism.com  

The New City Catechism Devotional is also sold in hardback and on kindle. (Make sure you purchase the devotional version, which includes the commentary)
Echo Session 1:  
In the New City Catechism app, website or devotional book read each of the five corresponding topics during this week, and explore the scriptural backing, commentary, and prayer. Answer the following questions and come to the group time prepared to share your thoughts. 
(Bonus: Feel free to look up the additional verses for each topic to enhance your reflection on the devotion question.  If you would like to view short videos by the modern commentators, find them by going to www.youtube.com. In the search area type “New City Catechism” then choose “VIEW FULL PLAYLIST”. 
Devotion Day 1

1. What is our only hope in life and death?  
Romans 14:7-8 (ESV)

For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.  
Additional verses: Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Galatians 5:24

Take a moment to reflect on what it means for us to belong to God.
Read the commentary: What is something that John Calvin or Timothy Keller said that helps you understand what it means to serve God and not yourself? 

Devotion Day 2
2. What is God? 
Psalm 86:8-10, 15 (ESV)

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours.

All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God…But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

Additional verses: Exodus 34:6-7, Psalm 55:22, Colossians 1:16-17  

Take a moment to reflect on who God is. How does this impact your faith? 
Read the commentary: What is something that Jonathon Edwards or D. A. Carson said about how God defines himself that stands out to you. How can we broaden our view of God to include more than just a few of our favorite attributes? 
Devotion Day 3

3. How many persons are there in God?

2 Corinthians 13:14 (ESV)

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Additional verses: Genesis 1:26-27, Matthew 3:16-17, Matthew 28:19 

Take a moment to reflect on what it means for God to be one in three persons.
Read the commentary: What is something that Richard Baxter or Kevin DeYoung said that helps with understanding what the doctrine of the Trinity means for us? 
a. It shows us there can be unity in diversity.

b. It teaches us community.

c. It proves the eternality of God's love. 

Devotion Day 4
4. How and why did God create us?

Genesis 1:27 (ESV)

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Additional verses: Genesis 2:22-23, Colossians 3:10-11, Romans 8:29
Take a moment to reflect on what it means to be created in God’s image.

Read the commentary: What is something that J. C Ryle or John Piper said about showing God’s existence and glory to the world that stands out to you? 
Devotion Day 5
5. What else did God create? 

Genesis 1:31 (ESV)

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good…
Additional verses: Romans 8:19-23, Colossians 1:16-17, 1 Timothy 4:4-5 

Take a moment to reflect on what it means for God to be the creator of everything.
Read the commentary: What is something that John Calvin or R. Kent Hughes said that impresses you? What are the implications of Jesus sustaining creation and making us his image bearers? 

Group Prayer time: Reflect together on these themes

Christ Our Hope, in life and in death, we cast ourselves on your merciful, fatherly care. You love us because we are your own. We have no good apart from you, and we could ask for no greater gift than to belong to you. 
Our Creator and Sustainer, everything holds together in you. The smallest creature is known to you, and the mightiest army is at your command. You rule with justice. Help us to trust your goodness in all that you will. 
Father, Son, and Spirit, you are beyond our understanding. Thank you for bringing us into your love, a love that existed before the world in your three perfect persons. 
Maker of All, let us not lose sight that we, and every human being you have made, are created in your image. Never let us doubt this about ourselves. Never let us doubt this about any other man or woman, for to do so denies you the glory that is due to your name. Your likeness glimpsed in us testifies that we belong to you, body and soul. 
Lord Who Spoke the World into Existence, we marvel at your creation, even though it has been corrupted. Your beauty is revealed in the splendor of the stars. Your might is shown forth in the strength of a hurricane. Your order is displayed in the laws of mathematics. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord for the works of his hands! 
Echo Session 2:  

In the New City Catechism app, website or devotional book read each of the five corresponding topics during this week, and explore the scriptural backing, commentary, and prayer. Answer the following questions and come to the group time prepared to share your thoughts. 

(Bonus: Feel free to look up the additional verses for each topic to enhance your reflection on the devotion question.  If you would like to view short videos by the modern commentators, find them by going to www.youtube.com. In the search area type “New City Catechism” then choose “VIEW FULL PLAYLIST”. 
Devotion Day 1

6. How can we glorify God?  

Deuteronomy 11:1 (ESV)

“You shall therefore love the Lord your God and keep his charge, his statutes, his rules, and his commandments always.

Additional verses: Psalm 73:24-28, Romans 11:36, 1 Corinthians 10:31
Take a moment to reflect on what it means for you to glorify God.
Read the commentary: What is something that Richard Sibbes or Bryan Chapell said that helps you understand what it means to glorify God by delighting in his ways? 

Devotion Day 2

7. What does God’s law require? 

Matthew 22:37-40 (ESV)

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

Additional verses: Jeremiah 31:33-34, Ezekiel 36:26-27, 1 Peter 1:14-16  

Take a moment to reflect on what it means to obey God’s law. 

Read the commentary: What is something that John Wesley or Juan Sanchez said about obedience, rooted in love for God, that stands out to you? 
Devotion Day 3

8. What is the law of God stated in the Ten Commandments?
Exodus 20:2-17 (ESV)

(1) “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.

(2) “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

(3) “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

(4) “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

(5) “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

(6) “You shall not murder.

(7) “You shall not commit adultery.

(8) “You shall not steal.

 (9) “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

(10)  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

Additional verses: Exodus 20:1,18-21, Deuteronomy 10:1-2, Matthew 19:17-22 

Take a moment to reflect on the significance of the 10 commandments which were spoken by God himself to the people of Israel, inscribed on tablets twice by the finger of God, and the placed inside the Ark of the Covenant. Yet, even when the rich young man said he followed them all, Jesus wanted something more. 
Read the commentary: What is something which stands out that John Bunyan or John Yates said about how we follow the ten commandments as an expression of our love for God?  
Devotion Day 4

9. What does God require in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd commandments?

Deuteronomy 6:13-14 (ESV)

It is the Lord your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall swear. You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are around you.

These statements from the Westminster Larger Catechism explain what God requires:

“The first commandment requires us to know and recognize God as the only true God and to worship and glorify him as such by valuing, meditating on, remembering,  highly regarding,  honoring,  adoring, preferring, loving,  desiring, fearing,  believing,  trusting,  hoping,  delighting,  and rejoicing in him.  We must also be zealous for  and call on him, giving him all praise and thanks, completely obeying and submitting to him in our whole person.  Finally, we must walk humbly with him,  being careful to please him in everything we say and do  and being genuinely sorry when we offend him.” (Q. 104)

“The second commandment requires us to receive, respectfully perform, and preserve completely and purely all the regulations for religion and worship that God has established in his word. These include: prayer and thanksgiving in the name of Christ; the reading, preaching, and hearing of the word; the administration of and receiving the sacraments; church government and discipline; the administration and upkeep of the church; religious fasting; swearing by the name of God; and making vows to him. Also included are disapproving, denouncing, and opposing false worship and doing our best, in accordance with our position and calling in life, to eliminate it and all forms of idolatry.” (Q. 108)

“The third commandment requires the holy and reverent use in our thoughts, meditations, words, and writings, of God’s name, titles, qualities, regulations, word, sacraments, prayer, oaths, vows, casting lots, his works, and anything else by which he makes himself known. This treatment will be reflected in holy affirmations of our faith and conduct that matches our affirmations, to the glory of God and the good of ourselves and others.” (Q. 112)

(The Westminster Larger Catechism can be found at https://epc.org/about/beliefs/) 

Take a moment to reflect on what it God requires of us in these commandments. 
Read the commentary: What is something which stands out to you that Charles Spurgeon or John Lin said about what it means to worship God alone?
Devotion Day 5

10.  What at does God require in the 4th and 5th commandments?

Leviticus 19:3 (ESV)

Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God.

These statements from the Westminster Larger Catechism explain what God requires:

“The fourth commandment requires all men [and women] to sanctify or set apart to God the times he has established in his word, and specifically one whole day out of every seven. This was the seventh day from the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, and the first day of the week ever since. It will continue that way until the end of the world. This is the Christian Sabbath in the New Testament called the Lord’s day.” (Q.  116)
The fifth commandment requires honor. “Those over us deserve respect in our hearts, our words, and our actions. We must pray and give thanks for them, emulate their virtues and gifts,  willingly heed and obey their lawful commands and advice,  submit to their correction, be faithful to them, and defend and support their persons and authority, as is appropriate to their rank and position. We must also tolerate their imperfections and infirmities and cover them with our love, so that we will be an honor to them and to their authority… As is appropriate to the position of power they have received from God and to the particular relationship involved, those in authority should love,  pray for, and bless those under them. They should teach, advise, and warn them,  approving,  praising,  and rewarding those that do well  while disapproving, blaming, and punishing those who do wrong. They should also protect those under them  and provide the things they need for soul  and body.  Those in authority should also be examples of serious, wise, and holy behavior so as to bring glory to God and honor to themselves and thereby maintain the authority God has bestowed on them.” (Q. 127 & 129)
(The Westminster Larger Catechism can be found at https://epc.org/about/beliefs/) 

Take a moment to reflect on what it God requires of us in these commandments. 

Read the commentary: What is something that John Calvin or Timothy Keller said that impresses you? How are we to obey the forth and fifth commandments in light of the gospel?
Group Prayer time: Reflect together on these themes

Gracious Lord, we want to fully know and enjoy you. Open our eyes to see you as you are that we might trust you and long with all we are to keep your commands. Whether through small kindnesses or great courage, may each act of obedience bring you glory. Amen.
Great Law-Giver, you have spoken a perfect law, and you deserve perfect obedience. Let us not merely think that your law requires outward submission; it demands the full assent of our minds and our hearts. Who is equal to such a task? We confess that we fall far short of keeping your law. Amen.
Holy God, you showed your love to your people by giving them your commands. May we always give thanks for your law. You have not left us ignorant of how to walk in the way of righteousness. Help us to glorify you by obeying your Ten Commandments. Amen.
One and Only God, your name is above all names, and we come before you in reverence and fear. Keep us true to your commandments. Reveal to us any false gods in our lives. Let us worship you alone in spirit and truth. Amen.
Life-Giving Father, we will flourish only when we walk in your ways. You have made us, and you tell us we need rest. Keep us from justifying ourselves through ceaseless work. Give us humility to honor our parents. May we always live by your commands rather than by our own instincts. Amen.
Echo Session 3:  

In the New City Catechism app, website or devotional book read each of the five corresponding topics during this week, and explore the scriptural backing, commentary, and prayer. Answer the following questions and come to the group time prepared to share your thoughts. 

(Bonus: Feel free to look up the additional verses for each topic to enhance your reflection on the devotion question.  If you would like to view short videos by the modern commentators, find them by going to www.youtube.com. In the search area type “New City Catechism” then choose “VIEW FULL PLAYLIST”. 
Devotion Day 1

11.  What does God require in the 6th, 7th and 8th commandments?

Romans 13:9 (ESV)

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

These statements from the Westminster Larger Catechism explain what God requires:

“The sixth commandment requires us to do our best to make every lawful effort to preserve our own life and the lives of others.  We do this by not thinking about or planning,  by controlling our emotions, and by avoiding all opportunities, temptations,  or actions that would promote or lead to the unjust taking of someone’s life.  In the pursuit of that goal, we must defend others from violence, patiently endure the afflictions from God’s hand, have a quiet mind and a cheerful spirit, practice temperance in the way we eat,  drink,  take medications,  sleep, work,  and play.  We should also harbor charitable thoughts,  love,  compassion,  meekness, gentleness, and kindness.  Our speech and behavior should be peaceful,  mild, and courteous.  We should be tolerant of others, be ready to be reconciled, patiently put up with and forgive injuries against us, and return good for evil.  Finally, we should provide aid and comfort to those in distress as well as protect and defend the innocent.”  (Q. 135)

“The seventh commandment requires us to be sexually pure in body, mind, inclinations, words,  and actions,  and to maintain that purity in ourselves and others. We are to monitor what we look at as well as what we experience with our other senses;  and we are to live temperately,  keeping pure company and dressing modestly.  Those who cannot control their sexual desires should marry,  loving  and living together with their spouses.  We should also work hard at whatever we are called to do,  avoiding all opportunities for indecency, and resisting any temptation to say, think, or do anything indecent or obscene.” (Q. 138)

“The eighth commandment requires us to act truthfully, faithfully, and justly in our contractual and business relationships with our fellow human beings so that we give to all what they deserve.  We are to make restitution for anything we have unlawfully acquired from its rightful owner;  we should give and lend freely, according to our ability and the needs of others;  we must moderate our judgment, will, and inclinations about worldly goods; we must exercise prudence in the acquisition,  maintenance, use, and disposition of the things that we need and are appropriate to sustain us humanly and that match our condition in life;  we should find something lawful to do in life  and work hard at it; we should be frugal;  and we should avoid unnecessary lawsuits  and should not become liable by putting up security for others or by similar commitments.  Finally, we must do our best, by all just and lawful means, to acquire, preserve, and increase our own and others’ money and possessions.” (Q. 141)

 (The Westminster Larger Catechism can be found at https://epc.org/about/beliefs/) 

Take a moment to reflect on what it God requires of us in these commandments. 

Read the commentary: What is something that Martyn Lloyd Jones or Stephen Um said that helps you understand what it means to obey and live out God’s commands? 

Devotion Day 2

12.  What does God require in the 9th and 10th commandments?

James 2:8 (ESV)
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.

These statements from the Westminster Larger Catechism explain what God requires:

“The ninth commandment requires that we maintain and promote truthfulness in our dealings with each other  and the good reputation of others as well as ourselves. We must come forward and stand up for the truth, speaking the truth and nothing but the truth from our hearts, sincerely, freely, clearly, and without equivocation, not only in all matters relating to the law and justice but in any and every circumstance whatsoever.  We must have a charitable regard for others, loving, desiring, and rejoicing in their good reputation as well as regretting  and putting the best light on their failings.  We must freely acknowledge their talents and gifts, defending their innocence, readily receiving a good report about them and reluctantly admitting a bad one. We should discourage gossips, flatterers, and slanderers;  we should love and protect our own good reputation and defend it when necessary;  we should keep every lawful promise we make no matter what;  and finally we should do the best we can to focus our lives and thoughts on things that are true, noble, lovely, and admirable.” (Q. 144)

“The tenth commandment requires that we be so completely satisfied with our own status in life and have such a proper, loving attitude toward others that we are naturally inclined to wish the best for them and all their possessions.  The tenth commandment forbids any dissatisfaction with what belongs to us, envy and grief at the success of others, and all improper desire for anything that belongs to someone else” (Q. 147 & 148) 
(The Westminster Larger Catechism can be found at https://epc.org/about/beliefs/) 

Take a moment to reflect on what it God requires of us in these commandments. 

Read the commentary: What is something that John Bradford or Thabiti Anyabwile said that helps you understand what it means to obey and live out God’s commands? 

Devotion Day 3

13. Can anyone keep the law perfectly? 
Romans 3:10–12 (ESV)
None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.

All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good,

not even one.

Additional verses: James 3:2, Romans 8:3-4, Galatians 5:17
Take a moment to reflect on our inability to keep God’s law in our own strength. 
Read the commentary: What is something which stands out that John Owen or Leo Schuster said about the limitations placed on us by our sinful condition and the freedom that Christ offers. 
Devotion Day 4

14. Did God create us unable to keep his law?
Romans 5:12 (ESV)  Death in Adam, Life in Christ

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.

Additional verses: Genesis 3:6-8, 13, 2 Corinthians 11:3,  Romans 5:12-20
Take a moment to reflect on what it means to be in sin from birth.   
Read the commentary: What is something which stands out to you that Abraham Booth or David Bisgrove said about our self centered impulses, and what it means for Jesus to be  the second Adam. 
Devotion Day 5

15.  Since no one can keep the law, what is its purpose? 
Romans 3:20 (ESV)

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.

Additional verses: Psalm 19:11-12, Romans 7:7, Romans 10:4
Take a moment to reflect on the purpose of the law.   
Read the commentary: What is something that Charles Simeon or Ligon Duncan said about how the law helps us to know God and know ourselves. 
Group Prayer time: Reflect together on these themes

Faithful Shepherd of Our Souls, you created us to live in love and fellowship on the earth, but we fail in that again and again. May your love rule every relationship so that we walk in purity, putting away lust, covetousness, and greed, for your name’s sake. Amen.
Lord of All Truth, help us to reflect your goodness in word and deed. You know all things. Nothing is hidden from you. You give good gifts and withhold no good thing from your children. May your truth be on our lips and contentment be in our hearts. Amen.
Holy God, left to our own devices, we transgress your law at every turn. We have no defense, but must plead guilty before your throne of judgment. Your law condemns us and cuts through our pretensions to righteousness, convincing us that we desperately need a Savior. Amen.
Merciful Lord, we are corrupt in our very natures. We are sons and daughters of the first Adam who desire what you forbid. Give us a new nature through new birth in Christ, the second Adam, that we might be able to keep your law in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Giver of All Good Gifts, your law reveals to us what is just. Though it condemns us, through it we know how great is your holiness and how perfect is your Son. Though we fall short, may we always give you thanks and praise for your law and rejoice that we have a Savior. Amen.
Echo Session 4:  

In the New City Catechism app, website or devotional book read each of the five corresponding topics during this week, and explore the scriptural backing, commentary, and prayer. Answer the following questions and come to the group time prepared to share your thoughts. 

(Bonus: Feel free to look up the additional verses for each topic to enhance your reflection on the devotion question.  If you would like to view short videos by the modern commentators, find them by going to www.youtube.com. In the search area type “New City Catechism” then choose “VIEW FULL PLAYLIST”. 
Devotion Day 1

16. What is sin?

1 John 3:4 (ESV)

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.

Additional verses: Romans 3:23, Galatians 3:10,12, James 4:17

Take a moment to reflect on your sin.
Read the commentary: What is something that Oswald Chambers or John Lin said that helps you understand what happens when we turn our back on God.  

Devotion Day 2

17. What is idolatry? 

Romans 1:21 and 25 (ESV)

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened…  because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

Additional verses: Jeremiah 2:27-28, Isaiah 30:22, 1 Thessalonians 1:9
Take a moment to reflect on idolatry and the ways it manifests today.
Read the commentary: What is something that Martin Luther or Timothy Keller said about how idolatry is anything we love more than Jesus Christ. 

Devotion Day 3

18. Will God allow our disobedience and idolatry to go unpunished? 
Ephesians 5:5-6 (ESV)

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

Additional verses: Ephesians 4:18, 2 Thessalonians 1:9, Matthew 25:41, 46 
Take a moment to reflect on what it means for God to punish sin.
Read the commentary: What is something which stands out that Charles Spurgeon or Alistair Begg said about the punishment for sin and idolatry.
Devotion Day 4

19. Is there any way to escape punishment and be brought back into God’s favor? 

Isaiah 53:10-11 (ESV)

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.

Additional verses: Ephesians 1:7-9, Titus 2:13-14, Galatians 4:6-7
Take a moment to reflect on God’s provision of a Redeemer
Read the commentary: What is something that Jonathon Edwards or Mika Edmondson said about how God satisfies his own justice that impressed you?
Devotion Day 5

20. Who is the Redeemer?
1 Timothy 2:5 (ESV)

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.

Additional verses: John 6:39,44, John 17:9,  Acts 4:12, 

Take a moment to reflect on Jesus as your Savior.
Read the commentary: What is something that John Chrysostom or Mark Dever said about the ways in which Christ redeems us, and why he has the authority to do so. 
Group Prayer time: Reflect together on these themes

Lord of the Universe, all your ways are good. We pursue the way of death when we go our own way. Help us to see sin as the poison it is. Let your law, rather than the spirit of lawlessness, shape our minds and our lives. Amen.
Creator God, forgive us for worshiping the things you have made. No person or thing should be our hope or our trust. You alone are self-existent and all sufficient. May you be our all in all. Amen.
Righteous Lord, if we think that we are good, we deceive ourselves. We deserve your wrath. We have broken your commands, and we have not loved you with our whole hearts, minds, and strength. We can only plead the righteousness of Christ and ask you to let our punishment fall on him. Amen.
O Reconciling One, thank you for making a way for us. You have been perfect, both in justice and in mercy. We accept the salvation we do not deserve. We come before you in the name of Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, trusting in his merits rather than our own. Amen.
Precious Redeemer, before the world began, you loved us. You gave up your glory to bear our shame. You glorified your Father by obeying him all the way to the cross. You deserve our praise, thanks, and worship. We have no hope but in you. Amen.
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